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HUSBANDMAN's 
| Spiritual Companion. 


To my gear Friends and Neighbours the 
Puariſbioners of Wa TA. 8 


BRETHREN, 
VI heart's deſire and prayer to God for 


you 15, that you may be ſaved, Rom. 
x. i. and I humbly hope that no endea- 
vours of mine have been wanting to 
promote it. I truſt your conſcience will bear 
_ witneſs with mine, that I have not ſhunned to de- 
clare to you the whole counſel of God, Acts xx. 27. 
and to ſhow you both by doctrine and example how 
you ought to walk, and to pleaſe him in all virtue 
and godlineſs of living. The ſubject- matter of 
theſe diſcourſes, the ſubſtance of which you have 
heard from the pulpit, is obvious and familiar to 
the meaneſt underſtandings; and I have endea- 
voured to make the ſpiritual part of them as uſe- 
ful to our ſouls, as they are healthful to your bo- 
dies, and profitable to yourſelves and the commu- 
nity, I have now, by the advice of ſome judicious 
1 friends, 
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2 The HusSBANDMAN's 


friends, made them public for your benefit, and 
that of others in the fame rank of lite, who may 
necd and be pleaſed with ſuch a ne ful monitor 
and jpiritual companion. 

Every article of the buſbandmar's labour, will 
ſuggeſt to a ſerious and religious mind ſuch noble 
and uſeful ſubjects for meditation and prayer, as to 
make your ſeveral employments to be, as it were, 
fo many different ſervices and offices of devotion. 
It is a juſt obſervation, that thoſe who live in vil- 
lages, and are confined to the labours of huſban- 
dry, have not thoſe opportunities of improving 
their underſtandings and poliſhing their manners, 
as thoſe who live in towns and cities, converſe 
with the gay or the Jearned world, and fee the 
Gifterent manners of mankind : This was the ob- 


ſervation of the wiſe fon of Sirach, Ecclus. xxxviii. 


25. Haw can he get wiſdom that boldeth the plough, 
and glorieth in the goad ; that driveth oxen, and ts 


occupied in ther labeurs, and whoſe talk is of bul- 


locks © He giveth his mind to make furrows, and is 
15 ent in giving his fine fodder, This obſervation 

o far true, that a man cannot get that wiſdam 
r is learned in courts and camps, the ſchools 
anc univerſities: he cannot be maſter of the learn- 


ed languages or ſciences, but he may learn the lan- 
guage and philoſophy of nature, and the book of 


nature is the back of God, A juit and ſerious atten- 
tion therefore, to the various and viſible works of 
God, and labours of men, may inſtruct us in ſuch a 
knowle dge of ourſelves and them, as is much more 
valuable than any other, as it may tend to make 
us wife to ſalvation; and believe me, it will be 
found at laſt, that that knowledge is of more con- 
ſequence chan all the learning in the world without 
it. Surely (ſaith the devout T homas a Kenifis ) an hum- 
ble Eujba. dman that jervetn Gd, is better than a 
proud 
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Spiritual COM PAN ION. 3 
proud Phils/spher, that, neglefting himſelf, fludicth 


the courſe of the heavens, Book I. Ch. 2. - The 
ſanctification of our hearts, the amendment of 
our lives, and the falvation of our fouls, is the 
only thing that can deſerve our care, and reward 
and ſweeten all our labours: fo that religion, the 
knowledge and practice of our duty, is the gieat- 
eſt concern of our whole lives, as it 15 the only 
real intereſt of our being; and did it require tie 
greateſt part of our time and ſtrength to be whol- 
ly laid out upon that alone, it would be our high- 
eſt wiſdom ſo to employ it. But you fee the good- 
neſs of Almighty God; he has not made religion 
inconhftent with your worldly buſineſs, but hath 
ſo ordered it, that you may attend to both at once; 
nay, which is much more, you have an advan- 
tage almoſt peculiar to your employment, that if 
it be not your own fault, you may at the fame 
time be ſerving the intereſts of this world and that 
which is to come, and make all your labours 
tend to promote the glory of God, the inftruc- 
tion and edification of your ſouls, as well as the 
ſupport of your families, and the improvement of 
your fortunes, No profeſſion in life is ſo free from 


temptations as yours, none gives more conſpicuous 


proofs of the goodneſs and providence of God, or 
more ſtrongly teaches us the neceſſity of depending 
upon him for * bleſling on all our labours. 


3 * Es 
Of Huſbandry in general. 
H USBANDRY and tilling the ground was 


the employment of our firſt parents after their 
fall; and all the riches of the patriarchs and firſt 


inhabitants of the world conſiſted in the fruits of. 
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friends, made them public for your benefit, and 
that of others in the ſame rank of lite, who may 
necd and be pleaſed with ſuch a _— mnonitor 
and ſpiritual companion, 

Every article of the huſbandman's labour, will 
ſuggeſt to a ſerious and religious mind ſuch noble 
and uſeful ſubjects for meditation and pray er, as to 
make your ſeveral employ ments to be, as it were, 
o many different ſervices and offices of devotion, 
It is a jut obſervation, that thoſe who live in vil— 
lages, and are confined to the labours of huſban- 


dry, have not thoſe opportunities of improving 


their underſtandings and poliſhing their manners, 


as thoſe WHO live 3 in towns and cities, Conver'c 


with the gay or the learned world, and fee the 
Gifterent manners of mankind : This was the ob- 
ſervation of the wite ton of Sirach, Ecclus. xxxviii. 
25, FHowcan he get u dom that Holteth the plough, 
and glrieth in the goad; inat driveth oxen, and ts 
2 in their labe ours, and whoſe taik is of bul- 

lacks ? He giveth his mind to make furrows, and is 
dliſigent in giving his fine fodder. This obſervation 
is ſo fer true, that a man cannot get that wiſdam 
that is learned in courts and camps, the ſcho«1s 
anc univerſities: he cannot be maſter of the learn- 
ed languages or ſciences, but he may learn the lan- 


guage and phi lofophy of nature, and zhe book of 


1 e 1s the book of God, A quit and ſerious atten- 


tion therefore, to the various and viſible works ot 


God, and labours of men, may inſtruct us in ſuch 4 
knowledge of ouricives a them, as is much more 
valuable than any other, as it may tend to make 
us wife to falvation; and believe me, it will be 
found at laſt, chat that knowledge is of more con- 
f{equence than all the learning in the world without 
it. Surely (ſaith the devout Thomas Keri Jan hum- 
ble Euſva. dman that jervan God, is better than 6 
| | proud 
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Seirititn? COMPANION. 3 
proud Philaſapher, that, neglecting himſclſ, Sudicth 
the courſe of the heavens, Book I. Ch. 2. - The 
ſanAification of our hearts, the am<ndment of 
our lives, and the ſalvation of our fouls, is the 
only thing that can deſerve our care, and reward 
and ſweeten all our labours: ſo that religion, the 
knowledge and practice of our duty, is the gieat- 
cit concern of our whole lives, as it 15 the © ly 

ul intereſt of our being; nad did it require tie 
greateſt part of our time and ftrength to be whol- 
laid out upon that alone, it would be our nigh- 
cit wiſdom ſo to employ it. But you fee the o00d- 
nels of Almizhty God; he has not made religion 
inconhfient with your worldly bufinets, but hath 
ſj» ordered it, that you may attend to both at once; 
ray, which is much more, you have an advan- 
tage almoſt peculiar to your employment, that if 
it be not your own fault, you may at the fame 
time be ſerving the intereſts of this world and that 
which is to come, and make ail your labours 
tend to promote the glory of God, the inſtruc- 
tion and edification of your ſouls, as well as the 
ſupport of your families, and the improvement of 
your fortunes. No proſeſſion in lite is fo free from 
temptations as yours, none gives more conftpicuous 
proofs of the goodneſs and providence of God, or 
more ſtrongly teaches us the neceſſity of depending 


upon him for his bleſſing on all our labours. 


Cx. A F ' 
Of Huſbandry in general. 
H USBANDRY and tilling the ground was 


the employment of our firſt parents aſter their 


fall; and all the riches of the patriarchs and firſt 


inhabitants Of the world confiſted in the fruits of- 
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4 The HUSBANDMAN®s 
the earth, the number of their flocks and herds, 
and ſervants to take care and attend them. So we 
read throughout the old teſtament, that the feed- 
ing their flocks was the employment of the beſt and 
greateſt men among them: Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob 
were ſhepherds; David was taken from the ſheep- 
fold to be the ſhepherd of the people of God, and 
prince of all the tribes of rae], It ſeems, indeed, 
to be the moſt natural and innocent employment 
of mankind: and continues ſtill to be fo, what- 
ever bad uſes men may make of it, now luxury and 
pride have introduced new neceſſities, and by con- 

ſequence new arts, and proſeſſions, to ſupply the 
mmaginary wants of a diſſolute and wanton gene- 
ration. Accordingly we find both in the old and 
new teſtament, as well as in other moſt anticnt 
writers, that all their moſt beautiful allegories, and 
lively ſimilitudes, were taken from rural images, 
particularly tilling the ground and feedzng cattle. 
In the old teſtament, particularly in the book of 
Palms, God repreſents his care for the welfare of 
his creatures, under the character of a faithful and 
good ſhepherd. So F/. xxiii. i. Th Lord is my 


ſhepherd, therefore can I lack nothing. Pſ. Ixxx. I. 


Hear, Othou ſhepherd of Iſrael,thou that leadeft Fojeph 


like a ſbeep and innumerable other places which 


every one muſt obſerve that reads the ſcriptures 


with attention, And inthe new teſtament it is ob- 
ſervable, that moſt of our Lord's parables were ta- 


ken from tillage of the ground, and obſervations 
concerning flocks and herds; and that he particu- 


Jarly fets himſelf forth under the character of a good 
ſhepherd, and his diſciples and faithfubſervants as 


his flack that hear his voice, and follow his direc- 


tion whitherſoever he ſhall lead them. Thus Matt. 


x. 6. he gives his firſt commiſſion to his apoſtles, 


to go to the loft ſheep of the houſe of Urael, to whom, 
| he 
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he tells us he was ſent himſelf, Matt. xv. 24. 1 


cm not ſent but to the loft (ep of the houſe of If rac). 


The recovery of a loſt ſinner, is deſcribed under 
the figure of finding a % ſheep, Mate. xviii. 12. 
But the tenth chapter of St. John's goſpel to v. 18. 


is nothing but the ſame image exhibited in diffe- 


rent lights, ſetting himſelf forth as the god hep 
herd, tobo layeth down his life for the Prop, in op- 
poſition, to, Neves, Robbers, and Hlirelings, who 
146 / Pal, to fill, and ts de eftroy, And his 
in to St. Peter, a little before his aſ- 

[Sn heaven was, 15 feed his lambs and his 
theep; and the ſame allegory is purſued through 


the whole new teftament.. There ſeems indeed 


to be ſomething in thoſe retired contemplative 
employments, that particularly diſpoſes a ſerious 
and virtuous mind to recollection and devotion, 
and more immediately qualifies them to he fit in- 
ſtruments in the hands of God, to execute the de- 
1zns of his providence : in theſe happy retreats 

ee and follies ofthe world, the en- 

nts wp Paſure, and the empty liter of 


e ehe, the —— of providence, the 6 
che creation, the heavens above 
m, an Me earth beneath him, both full of the 


Maß jefty of the divine glory; he ſees and adores 


he Nang that made and governs all theſe things, 

and, as it were loſes himſelf in the immenſity of 
the works of God, And this ſtate of ſimplicity 
and ſilence is the truel: preparation to know ard 
do the will of God. It was doubtleſs in this diſ- 
poſition, that Maſes was found by God feeding 

the flock of 7ethro his father-in-law, and ſent 
with a ſpecial commiſſion to Pharaoh, and to be 


the deliverer and captain of his people Iſrael, 
Exod, ili. 9. 10, Thus David was taken from 


the 
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the ſheepfold to be the ruler of his people, 1 Same 
XVI. II, 12, 13. P/ Ixxviii. 71, 72. Thus Eliha 
was taken from the plough, 1 Kings xix. 19. And 
Amos from among the herdſmen of Tekoah, to be 
endued with the ſpirit of prophecy and power, 
Amos i. 1, 7, 14. To the ſhepherds feeding their 
flocks by night, (as the cuſtom was in thoſe 
countries) was the firſt revelation made that we 
read of, Luhke ii. of the glad tidings of. 
Lord's nativity, v. 9. Lo, the Angi of the 
came upon them, and the glory of the Lord 55 22 
about them, and the Angel ſaid unto then 
for behold I bring you glad tidings of greu oy, 
Hall be to all people for unto you is born 1 . in 
the city of David a Saviour which is Chriſt the Lord; 
and ſuddenly there was with the Angel a multitude of 
the heavenly hoſt, praiſing God, &c. 
Think what a joyful ſurpriſe it muſt be to 


- theſe poor good ſouls to be thus viſited in the 


dead of night by a glorious angel, to be ——— 
ed with celeſtial glory, to hear the ſang: 
heavenly hoſt proclaiming a joyful mel Tae 
demption to all mankind, by the iii 
in the city of David. * unff cakabls'an 
nour was it for theſe good creature tale 
glorious ſights, and hear ſuch graciousWwerds.as 
many Kings and Prophets before them had Dnged to 
fee and hear, and could not, Luke x. 24. Let this 
aſſure you, that there is no ſtate or profeſſion of 


life fo abounding with opportunities and incitements 


to devotion as yours. And though you cannot 
expect ſuch ſenſible viſitations as theſe, yet aſſure 
yourſelves, that whilit you keep yourſelves in a pro- 
per diſpoſition to receive the gifts and graces of 
God's Holy Spirit, they will deſcend upon you as 
the dew of heaven, and nouriſh your ſouls to 
eternal life, The . of this works therefore, 
18 
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is to conſider ſome of the moſt common articles 
of the huſbandman's labour, and ſhew him how 
he may by a devout and ſerious turn of mind, im- 
prove every one of them to the glory of God, the 
intereſt of true religion, and the ſalvation of his 
ſoul. . 


By AT 1M 
+, Ploughing the Ground, 


THE E $16 labour that T thalf mention 13 
ploug hing the ground; and a laborious em- 


ployment it is, being a ſad conſequence of the 


curſe entailed upon the earth by the tranſgreſſion 
of our firſt parents, as we are exprefly told, Gen. 
iii. 17. When God ſaid to Adam, cu, ſed 1s the 
ground for thy ſake, in 2 ſhalt thou cat of it all 
the days of thy liſe, thorns alſo and thi/iles ſball it 
bring forth, to the in the fueat of 4 


thou eat birgad, mill thou return to the ground, for 
out of it Waſh thou talen, for duſt thou art, and un- 


eeurn. In the days of primitive 
¼⁊g: was no need of labour, the earth 
Farm” plenteouſly all her fruits in their 
beauty and perfection; the bleſſing of the 
Moſt High was in them all; and the blefſcd inha- 
bitants of paradiſe had nothing to do but to gather 
them, to eat and live, and praiſe the munificent 
author of ſo many bleſſings. Such was the happy 
tate of the primitive earth, and ſuch will it be 
again, when the curſe ſhall be done away, and 
the whole creation be delivered from the bondage 9 
corruption, into the glorious liberty of the ons of God, 
Rom, viii. 21. when there ſhall be a new heaven 
and a new earth, to be the habitation of righteouſneſs, 


2 Pet. iii. 13, which God has promijed by the mouth 
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of all his holy pro #bhets fince the world began, AQts iti, 
21. And when the tree HF life ſhall grow on each 
fide of the river of the water of life, which ſhall pro- 
czed ' from the throne of God ana of the Lamb, Rev. 
XXII. I, 2. Till that happy time ſhall come, we 
are doomed to labour and ſorrow, and to get our 
bread out of the bowels of earth by the labour of 


our hands and the ſweat of our brows. The bu- 


ſineſs of plaughing, we all know, is as it were tear- 
ing the face of our common mother the earth, 
mangling and breaking it to pieces by violence; 
but ſuch a violence as is abſolutely neceſſary to 
make it fruitful, without which no feed could be 
ſown, and by conſequence no harveſt be expected. 
This may ſerve to put us in mind of the dread- 
ful nature of fin, that has made fo deplorable a 


change in the face of nature, and entailed fo hea- 
vy a curſe on the race of mankind, 


2dly. The ſtate of fallow-ground does aptly 
repreſent to us the natural unregenerate ſtate of 
a ſinner; for, as it has no ſeed ſown i 
fruit can grow upon it, and it can pteduce no- 
thing but filth and weeds. Juſt fo Meiſner in 
his unregenerate ſtate, not having the ſeed divine 
grace ſown in his heart, can produs 
vital fruits of holineſs; and whilſt he {5 eontinues, 
unmoleſted, and as it were untilled, he remains 
utterly barren and unfruitſul as to all the true pur- 
poſes and ends of living; nor can he, without 

undergoing the inward diſcipline of the croſs, a 
kind of ſpiritual martyrdom, be ever capable of 
b: nging forth fruit to eternal life. God, there- 
fore, in great mercy viſits ſuch fouls with variety 
of crolſes and afflictions, both inward and out- 
ward, tearing as it were, and breaking up their 
inward man, as the plough does the face of 
the ground. Thus holy David expreiles his 
OW: 
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Spiritual COMPANION. 9 
own ſufferings, The ploughers plaugbed upon my 
back, and made long furrows, Pf, cxxix. 3. And 
when the ſoul is thus mortified, and broken to pie- 
ces by the rod of affliction, then and then only is it 
capable of receiving the ſeed of eternal life : this 
is that humble and contrite ſpirit which God hath 
promiſed not to deſpiſe, To this man will I hoty 


faith the Lord, even to him that is poor, and of a 


contrite ſpirit, and that trembles at my word, If. Ixvi. 2. 

A man who can underſtand. this, (and he muſt 
be very ignorant that cannot) will naturally fall into 
theſe meditations whilit he is following the plough, 
and from thence will find his heart kindled into a 
flame of devotion and prayer: he may hence learn 
to beg of God a foft and tender heart, fit to receive 
the ſeed of his holy word, the influences of his 


Holy Spirit, and bring forth fruits meet for repen- 


tance: he may pray for the grace of patience 
under afflictions, ſuch as God ſees neceſſary to 


lay upon him, to break up the fallow ground of his 


heart, as the prophet expreſſes it, Fer. iv. 3. And 
may afſunghimſelf that God lays no other afflic- 
tions up than what he fees neceſſary to 
if an 3 his corrupt nature, and make 

g the fruits of righteouſneſs to eter- 


CHAP. II 


Sowing and Harrowing the Ground. 
HE next labour of huſbandry which I ſhall 


mention is, ig and harrowing the ground. 
The ſower throws the feed into the earth that it 
may putrify and die, in order to riſe again in a 
new form, and bring forth fruit abundantly ; but 
if this ſeed were only careleſly thrown upon the 
ſurface 
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ſurface of the ground, it would be in danger © 
being devoured by the fouls of the air, or —.— 
under foot by paſſengers; or if not that, yet, un- 
leſs it were ſo covered with earth as to rot and die, 
or if it ſhould ſpring up, yet if it had not a pro- 
per depth of ſoil, it would wither away, and be 
unfruittul ; therefore the huſbandman harrows the 
ground to hollow it, and let in the ſeed to be co- 


vered from the fouls of the air, and to give it a 


proper depth, that it may lie and take root, and 
grow up to maturity. 

This part of your labour the bleſſed Jeſus has 
beautifully explained and applied in a ſpintuzl ſente, 
Luke viii. Where, under the parable of a /owwer, 
he deſcribes the different ſucceſs which the preuch- 
ing of the goſpel met with among the different 
forts of hearers. He tells them, verſe 11. That 
the ſeed is the word of God; that the ſeed ſown by 


the way ſide are they that Fan then cometh the det, 


and taketh away the word out of their hearts, left 
they ſhould believe and be ſaved. Another part of 
the feed fell upon a roch; by which are re 
ſuch people as hear the word with joys. are plcaſed 
to hear a good ſermon, or an ingen 

ſation upon ſerious and religious Twbjects, 
even to approve and talk zealouſly for the i 

eſts of true religion and virtue ſo long as the fit 
continues; but as they have no root of holineſs, 
no love of God in their hearts, after they have 
thought and talked of it a little while, the fer- 
vours abate, the fit goes off, they grow Janguid 
and indifferent, and upon the firlt temptation, 
forget all that they have heard or ſaid, and be- 


come as very reprobates as ever. Another part 


of the ſeed fell among thorns by theſe are repre- 
ſented a ſet of covetous, ſelfiſh, worldly-minded 


creatures, who are in their way notable, ſenſible 
people 
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Spiritual COMPANION, 11 


people about the buſineſs of the world, under- 
ſtand all the arts of improving their fortunes, and 
making the moft of this life; many of theſe peo- 
ple are ſober careful men, for drunkenneſs is an ex- 
penſive vice, makes a man incapable of buſineſs, 
and apt to be over-reached and impoſed 1 in 
his dealings and bargains with other people; and 
as religions con cience, hmejiy, &. are very fine 


words, and may be of lingular uſe in the 


traffic of this world, common ſenſe will teach 
them the neceifity of Keeping up an appearance 
of religion, a form of g godlinet, S, even for their 


n conventency : whenever, therefore, they 


Can find Iciſure from their wot idly altairs, and 
have really nothing clic to do, they go to church, 
and ſeem very attentive to any diſc ourſe that da 
not intertere with their worldly {ſchemes of inter- 
eſt and ambition; but they leave all tiieir religion 
at the church-door. The exchange, the market, 
the traffic, or vanities of the world, engroſs the 
whole man, take up all his time, engage all his 
attention 3 but the whole affair of religion, the 
intereſts of gternity, the falvation of his ſoul, are 
not matters of immediate conſequence, wit are 
Put off to a long day, and deferred till 
hes oching elſe to - i No wonder there- 
fore, that ſuch as theſe bring no fruit to perfection. 
But that which fell upon ood ground, repreſents 
thoſe honeſt and fincere chriſtians, ds in an ho- 


not and good heart having heard the word, keep it, 


ud bring forth fruit with patience, An hone and good 
heart (you ſee) is the only proper ſoil for the good 


| word of God to take root and prbſper, and whe- 


ther you are in the number of thoſe honeft and 


gad Soul, is worth your while to inquire, and 
very eaſy to difcover. When therefore you are 


engaged in this part of your labour, it will be a 
oral 
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profitable and agreeable entertainment to a religi- 
N ous mind to conſider the ſtate of your ſouls, and 
what improvement you have made of the ſeveral 
means of grace that God has afforded you; and 
thus to reaſon with your own hearts: As I am nx! 
ſowing this ſeed in the ground, in hopes of a plen- 
tiſul harveſt : fo has the good Spirit of God been many 
years ſowing the ſeed of his holy ward in my lern 
that 1 might bring forth the fruits of rightcouſs rf 
to eternal life : I have far many years lived under ti: 


5 

0 

; 
preaching of the goſpel; I have enjoyed the benefit 7 N ; 


the ſcriptures, and the communion of ſaints in 1: 
word and ſacraments: wyoat improvements have I 
made ? what fruits have I brought forth? am Iπẽ. ID 
fot more holy, more religious, more humble, chariti- ip 


ble and devout than I was ſome years ago 7 have I p) 
in any ſenſe, or in any reſpect, ſown to the Spiri it, i. e. : be 
ſacrificed my temporal concerns, my worldly inter- * 
eſts and pleaſures to the glory of God, the good fr 
of mankind, and the ſalvation of my own fou!, Þ* do, 
that I might reap life everlaſting ? ham I not rather yy 
ſmon to the fleſh ® and have I not regen from hence * 


zo fear, that from the fleſh I Hall gi corruption: : 
4e I feel in my heart any quickning power ery t R 
ef ſpiritual life, any comfortable ho Pere 11 f 
ſeed is yet living and growing in me, /o a Mane time 5. 
4% bring ferth fruit to liſe everlaſting f If to theſe gf 
inquiries your conſciences can give you a fatisfac- 
tory anſwer, you may have a reaſonable confiden vi 
towards God but if not, if your heart tells y 
that you have been an unfruitful field, an unpro- * 
fitable ſervant, remember that it is intirely your 
oven fault that you have not done your part, nor G 
anſwered the gracious purpoſes of divine love ta- , 


wards you. You need not be told, that = 
ploughing and fowing are. but loft Jabour without (. 
God's bleſſing; you ſow and plant 1 in vain, unlc: : 5 
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Spiritual COMPANION, 13 
God give the increaſe ! unleſs he ſend the former 
and the latter rain in their ſeaſon, the moſt fruit- 
ſul field will be barren, and the choiceſt ſeed will 
be unfruitful; and therefore you may be ſure your 
want of ſpiritual fruit, is owing to your neglect 
of the means of grace, that you have neglected 
to aſk the aſſiſtance of God's Holy Spirit, or not 
done it with ſincerity and devotion ; becauſe he ne- 
ver fails to give to them that ſincerely and devout- 
ly aſk it. This thought will naturally awaken in 
you a juſt ſenſe of the neceſſity of the great duty 
of prayer, which you have ſo long neglected : and 
when you are truly and deeply ſenſible of your 
ſpiritual wants, and the readineſs of God to ſup- 


= ply them, you muſt be more ſtupid than the 


beaſts, if you do not immediately apply yourſelves 


4 with faith and devotion to the Father of mercies, 
from whom every good and every perfect gift com- 
etb, begging him to water with the dew of his hea- 


venly bleſſings, the ſeed ſown in your hearts, that it 
may increaſe and multiply, and bring forth fruit to 
everlaſting 
Another ue that may be made of the labour of 
e application and uſe which St. Paul 
makes it, 1 Cor. xv. to illuſtrate and ex- 
plain the reſurrection from the dead. Some men 
will ſay, (lays he) v. 35, how are the dead raiſed 
up © and with what body do they come? To which 


be anſwers, Tou, fool, that which thou ſoweft is not 


quickened except it die, and that which thou ſoweſl, 


| theu ſoweft not that body that ſhall be, but bare grain, 


it may chance of wheat, or of ſome other grain, but 
Cod grveth it a body, as it hath pleaſed him, and 10 
every ſeed his own body : ſo alſo is the reſurrection of 


the dead. As if he had faid : When you ſow your 


feed in the ground, you fow nothing but a bare 
grain of ſome kind or _— which appears to the 
eye 
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eye to have no more a principle of life in it, than 


a piece of dry wood or a pebble; and even that 
life which we know it has, is deſtroyed by rot- 
ting in the earth to make room for a new life; it 
being a certain rule in nature, that nothing is quick- 
ened, except it die + after which it ſprings up in a 
new and beautiful form, firſt the blade, then the 
ear, then a large increaſe in the ear, and all this 
ſpringing up by the omnipotent working of an in- 
viſible power, out of the grain whoſe huſk and 


ſhell lies rotting. in corruption. Juſt ſo it is with 


our mortal bodies, ſo ſoon as they are dead, they 
corrupt and putrefy, and mult be depoſited in the 

round, to prevent thei being noiſome and poi- 
. to the living; there they become the food 
of worms and creeping things. A man that had 
never heard of the reſurrection from the dead, 
would naturally and with good reaſon conclude, 
that when they were buried in the earth, there was 
an end of them, that they were buried without 
hope of ever returning to life again; but we have 
learned better things by the revelation of the glo- 
rious goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt ; we are taught not to 
be ſorry, as men without hope, for themghat „cep 


in the Lord Jeſu, being taught by him he car- 
not lye, who is himſelf the reſurrection andthe life, 


John xi. 25. that there ſhall be a reſurrection of 
the dead; that the bodies of the faithful now rot- 
ting in the grave, are no more loft than the ſeeds 
you ſow in the earth, and ſhall like them, in 
their appointed ſeaſon, riſe with new life and glo- 
ry; that though they are ſown in corruption, they 
than riſe in incoruption; they are ſown in difhonour, 
but ſhall 7:/e in glory; they are jown in weakneſs, 
but ſhall 7:/e in potber; they are ſown natural bo- 


dies, but ſhall be raiſed ſpiritual bodtes, 
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Spiritual COMPANION. I5 


T his thought, duly impreſſed upon us, will teach 
us many uſeful leſſons, and give us many beauti- 
ful hints and occaſions for meditation and prayer. 

I. It teaches us, that our good or evil thoughts, 
words or actions, are the ſeeds of our future good 
or evil fown into eternity, naturally producing 


their proper fruits, according to the kind and 


quality of the feeds that were ſown. So the apo- 
ſtle tells us, Gal. vi 7, 8. Be not deceived, what 
a man ſotbeth, that fhall he alſo reap. He that ſow- 
eth to the Fleſh, fhall of the Fleſb reap corruption: 
but he that ſotueth to the ſpirit, ſpall of the ſpirit 


reap life everlaſting. A wicked man, therefore, 


has no 2ore reaſon to expect a bleſſed and happy 
reſurrection, than the fooliſh huſbandman has to 
reap a good crop or wheat where he has ſown no- 
thing Vut graſs-ſeed or tares. 

15 It teaches us not to be ſorry as men without 


hope for our deceaſed friends, who have departed 
this life in the *rue fait.; and fear of God, and 


ſleep in the Lord Jeſus. When we ſee their bo- 
dies laid in the earth with the melancholy and af- 
fecting form of carth to earth, aſhes to aſhes, duſt 
to aft ſurrounded with weeping eyes and mourn- 


ALS 
ISAS 
a 


es, Jet us look up with faith to that graci- 
whom they have ferved ; let us remember 
what we every day ſee of the mi oy power of God, 
in raiſing from the earth the * s that are ſown 


in the ground, and not doubt but that he will in 


like manner quicken and reſtore their and our mortal 
bodies by his L that dwelleth in us, that they may 


be made like unto his glorious body, according to the 


mighty working whereby he ts able to ſubdue all things 
to himſelf. | | 


HI. It teaches us the dignity of theſe mortal 


bodies of ours, which though in their preſent ſtate 


are liable to corruption, and which when dead 
have go more appearance of a vital and ſpiritual 
es principle 
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principle than a grain of corn thrown into the 
earth, are yet the temples of the Hoy Ghoſt, who 
inviſibly operates in them, and prepares them for 
a joyful and glorious reſurrection. 

And as all your labour in ſowing will be loſt, 
except you work over the ground again, that the 
ſeed may be buried and incorporated in the earth; 
ſo is the ſeed of the good word of God, barren 
and untruitful, unlcfs by cloſe and frequent medi- 
tation 1t fink deep into your hearts, and incorpo- 
rate (as I may tay) with all the faculties and affec- 
tions of your ſouls ; and if all your labours are in 
vain except God give the increaſe, this ſhou!d 
teach you to beg God's blefling upon the ſeed, 28 
you are Caſting it into the ground, that he would 
be pleaſed fo to bleſs and increaſe the fruits of the 
earth, that in due time we may enjoy them: and ſo 
in like manner are we taught and exhorted to pray 
in the words of our excellent liturgy, that God 
would bleſs the ſpiritual feed ſown in our hearts, 
that the words which we fhall at any time hear wit! 
cur outward ears, may be ſo grafted mwardly in cus 
hearts, that they may bring forth in us the fruit of gerd 


living, to the honour and praiſe of Gad's holy name. 
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Mowing the graſs, or Hay-Harveſt. 


THIS part of your labour will ſupply you 
with many uſeful hints to affect your 
hearts and inflame your devotions. The uncer- 
tainty of human life, and the vanity of hum” 
glory, are beautifully repreſented in many place: 
of the prophets, by the blooming but withering 
condition of the graſs and flowers of the field. 
All fleſh is graſs, faith the Prophet {/arah, chap. xl. # 
x | an: 
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and the goodlineſs thereof as the flower of the field, 
The graſs withereth, the er fadeth, becauſe the 
Spirit of the Lord bluweth upon it Surely the people 
15 —4 Holy David, in the goth Pſalm, which 
our church has appointed to be uſed at the burial 
of the dead, expreſſes it more emphatically. A 


ſoon as thou ſcattereſi them, they are even as aſleep, 
| and fade away ſuddenly like the graſs ; in the morn- 


ing it is green and groweth up, in the evening it is 
cut down, dried up, and withered, When there- 
fore, you look upon a meadow in all its verdure 
and beauty, when we view the agreeable mixture 
of graſs and flowers, it may be conſidered as a 
beautiful picture of human life, which in its high- 
eſt bloom and glory is doomed to certain deſtruc- 
tion, to be cut down, dried up and withered, The 

graſs and flowers ſtand mixt together in a beau- 
tiful variety of ſmell and colour, without the leaſt 
apprehenſion of approaching danger, till the mo-w- 
er enters with his ſcythe, and cuts down all before 
him, when graſs and weeds and flowers, and all 
the beauty of. the field, are thrown into one un- 
diſtinguiſhed heap of ruin and confuſion. This is 
a melancholy but true picture of human life: for 
what ars all the magnificent attendance of princes, 
the brilliant beauties of the drawing- room, the 
dreadful ſplendor of armies, the gay aſſemblies at 
the opera and theatre, or the rural ſcenes of horſe- 
racing, country fairs, wakes, and merry- meetings, 
but collections of fine flowers, though perhaps 
not quite ſo ſweet, not half ſo innocent as our ve- 
getable beaux and belles, all equally doomed to 
certain deſtruction, and almoſt equally unconcern- 


ed and unprepared to meet it; for though, when 


they think and reaſon ſoberly, they cannot but 
know and acknowledge they muſt die, yet there 


ſomething ſo * ſo ſhocking in the proſpect, 


T r 08+ x 


C 


=" 


that we are forced to have recourſe to all ti: 


at once. But then let it be conſidered, that death, 


under the actual fentence of death, are {ſo many 


ſtupid are the bulk of mankind, that they care 16! 


al. Whenever, therefore, you are employed, © 
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little ſhifts and contrivances imaginable to divert 
the diſagrecable thought, and keep the ſpectre out 
of our fight, It may be ſaid, indeed, that the 


mower when he comes into the field, intends a1 
general and ſudden deſtruction, he comes with a 


reſolution to cut down all before him, ſo that 
nothing can poſſibly eſcape him: which is very far 


from being our cate: for there is no ſickneſs ſo | 


epidemical, no mortality ſo general, as to ſpare 


no body; no battle ſo hot as to let none eſcape: 
fo that people need not be under ſuch violent fears, 
ſuch terrible apprehenſions of being cut down al 


the great deſtroyer of mankind, is always bufy, 
always executing the ſentence upon fome one vr 
other of the ſinful ſons of Adam; that we are all 


condemned priſoners: that the delay of execution 
is no more than a reprieve irom day to day, and 
that no man can be ſure whether it ſhall be grant- 
ed for another, or this may be his laſt: but that 
he is ſure his fentence 1s irreverſible, and he mat 
ſooner or later ſubmit to the general ſate, and 
therefore may conclude it to be a point of th. 
bigheft prudence to prepare for it, that he may 
never be ſurprized, be it ever ſo ſudden. But 16 


4 


to talk or think about it. Ihe young people tie 
t for granted, that they have m- iny years to ve, 
5 therefore it is their buſineſs to T njoy the prefe:: 
to eat, dr Ink, dance, dels, laugh and be merry, 
and put oft the melancholy thoughts of death u 
e till they are lit ſor nodhir g elſe : aud 
even the oldeſt are apt to think they are not fe, d 
but they may live a year or two longer, and ail 
hve the mean time as if they were never to. dic t 
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ſee others employed in this part of your labour, 


Spiritual COMPANION. I 9 
it will naturally raiſe in a religious well-diſpoſed 
mind the thoughts of his own mortality ; it will 
ſhew him, as in a picture, the true ſtate and value 
of human life and worldly glory; it will ſhew 
him the vanity of all the glories and pleaſures of 
this tranſitory world, that we, and all that we 
love, and all that we enjoy in this world, muſt ſoon 
fink into the grave, and be buried in everlaſting 
forgetfulneſs: and can a man feriouſly think of 
theſe things, and not be affected with it? can a 
man conſider the ſhort, the uncertain time he has 
to continue in this vale of miſery, and be immo- * 
derately concerned about the trifles he meets with 
here, which he knows are every day ſlipping from 
him, and will in a ſhort time be loſt for ever ? 


can he conſider the everlaſting ſtate to which he 


mult be removed when he quits this earthly taber- 
nacle, and make no proviſion for it? one would 
think it impoſfible, did not every day's fad experi- 
ence convince us of the truth of it. Let then 
this certain, this amazing proſpect, warn you 
of your approaching diſſolution, and let it teach 


vou to pray to God in the language of the holy 


Pſalmift, that he would teach you e to number your 
days, that you may apply your hearts unto wiſdom. 


C3 AP: 
Mecdiug the Corn. 


[1 FT was a particular curſe upon the tranſgreſſion 
” of cur fit parents, and a ſalutary part of their 


puniſhment, that the earth thould produce thorns, 


and briars, and all forts of hurtful weeds, to be 
it once the emblem of the numbericts evil 


thoughts and inclinations of corrupt nature, thrat 


ſpring 
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ſpring up in the ſoul of man, and of the cares and 
forrows of human life, which briars, thorns, and 
thiſtles do properly repreſent ; becauſe thoſe do, as 
it were, tear and wound the ſoul, as theſe do the 
fleſh of our bodies: and both of them require 
much care and labour to root out and deſtroy 
them. Happy would it be, if it were poſſible by 
any art or management to prevent or hinder their 
1328 up; but that is abſolutely impoſſible. In 
the beſt ground, and under the beſt cultivation, 
they will ſpring up; all that can be done is to 
check and keep them under, that they may not 
overtop and choak the ſeeds and fruits that are 
mixt with them. Can a man be employed in this 
labour, and not reflect upon the corruptions of 
his own ſinful heart; which, in ſpite of all his care, 
will be continually bringing forth evil thoughts, 
wicked deſires, and corrupt affections: to pre- 


vent their growth, and check them in the firſt ap- 


pearance, is all that human prudence and virtue 
can do; it will be the conſtant labour of the beſt 
men in this ſtate of corruption, to keep them from 
getting the dominion over them, and intirely 
 Choaking the good ſeed of life ſown in their hearts. 
But when we conſider moreover, that befides the 
ſuperfluity of naughtineſs that naturally ſprings up 
in the corrupt ground of our hearts, we have an 
evil ſpirit — 

ſtroy us, a vigilant and active enemy, ever ready 
to ſow tares among the good ſeed, whilſt the ma- 
ſter and ſervants are aſleep, (as we read in the go- 
ſpel, Mat. xiii. 25.) we ſhall find we have dou- 
ble reaſon to be upon our guard. The ſeaſon be 
watches to ſurpize us is when we are faſt aſleep, I 
mean not the natural ſleep of our bodies, for that 
is a neceſſary refreſhment of our nature, and there- 
fore innocent: and ſome men may truly be ſaid 
never 


1 


antly watching to ſurprize and de- 
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never to be ſo innocent as when they are faſt aſleep ; 
for then if they are doing no good, however, they 
are doing no harm, which with ſome men is the 
higheſt pitch of virtue. But the dangerous ſleep, 
which is the ſeafon of temptation, 1s the ſleep of 
our ſouls, when we are intoxicated and drowned in 
ſenſuality and intemperance: for what is fleep but 
th. {uſpenſion or locking up all the active and ra- 
tional powers of the foul, when imagination and 
pation are broke looſe, and the whole man in lit- 
tle better condition than that of a brute or a vege- 
table for can any thing more reſemble this ſtate, 
than that indolent unthinking ſtate of ſoul, which 
we cannot but obſerve in the vitious, lazy, fottiſh 
part of mankind, men that are perpetually ſtupi- 


tving their ſenſes, and drowning their poor pit- 


tunce of underſtanding in drunkenneſs and debau- 


chery; men that are afraid to be alone, to enter 


into their own hearts, to conſider the ſtate of their 


fouls towards God, and what title they have to 
the hopes of a bleſſed immortality ; and are there- 
fore perpetually contriving how to murder time and 
cool reflection; are never eaſy but when they are 
ſurrounded with jolly companions, diverting the 
ſenſe of their guilt and fears of puniſhment, by mad- 
neſs and folly, or dozing themſelves into down- 
right ſtupidity ! idleneſs and drunkenneſs give the 
tempter ſuch advantages againſt us as he is ſure ne- 
ver to neglect. The idle man expoſes himſelf naked 
and defenceleſs to the moſt dangerous aſſaults of 
his enemy; for the devil never fails to employ 
thofe who know not how to employ themlelves : 
and drunkenneſs we all know ſets fire to all the 
ſecret ſprings of corrupt nature, it ſubdues our 


kcaſon, ſtupifies our ſenſes, and turns the man in- 
to a contemptible brute, Who can deſcribe the 


brutiſh rage, the horrid oaths, the profane rant, 
the 
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the leud nonſenſe, that furniſh out a drunken 
converſation? how many quarrels, how many 
murders have been owing purely to theſe riotous 
urunken meetings? Theſe are not properly the 


natural productions of our hearts, which (bad 2; 3 


they are) would in their ſober ſenſes and cool blood 
ſtartle at the thoughts of thoſe crimes, into whick 
drunkenneſs drives a man by a kind of helliſh vio- 
lence; which ſhovys that the devil tales the ad- 
vantage of that looſe unguarded ſtate of ſoul, and 
infuſes into it all the diabolical poiſon that can 
poſſibly enter into corrupt human nature, I have 
ſomewhere (I think in the Pe: ſian or Chineſe tales) 
read a fable or ſtory of a certain reprobate over 
whom the evil ſpirit had intire dominion, and led 
him captive at his will. He propoſed to the poor 
wretch three things, one of which he was odljped 
to do; Te murder his own father, to debauch his cru 
 fefter, or to get dr:mk, Wicked as he was, he trem- 
| bled at the two firſt; a propoſal fo diabolical, fo 
brutiſn, nature itſelf abhorred, and therefore choſe 
the latter, which (if it were a crime) was a ver) 
agreeable one, and which could hurt no body but 
himſelf. Accordingly he got very drunk, and in 
the height of his phrenzy, attacked his ſiſter who 
came in his way, and actually forced her: her 
cries reached the father's ears, who came running 
to her reſcue, upon which the villain ruſhed upon 
him and murdered him. See here the dreadfu), 
the diabolical conſequences of that brutiſh vice, 
which is now ſo freely indulged in every merry 
meeting, that even among perſons of End, cha- 
racter, and reputation, it hardly paſles for 2 
crime. 
Suppoſe any ſkilful huſhandman ſhould ſhow 
ou a way intirely to prevent the growth of werds 
in your ground, how thankful would you ” 1 
| ue 
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ſuch a benefactor? ſuppoſe a man ſhould offer you 


an eſtate, and inſure it that it ſhould never pro- 
duce weed, thorn or briar, nor any thing but 


good graſs or good corn, would you not think it 


a very valuable purchaſe, though you were to pay 


very dear for it? certainly you would. But can 


any weeds be ſo dangerous as the ſins and corrup- 
tions of an unregenerate heart? can any world! 
eſtate, nay, can the whole earth itſelf be fo valu- 
uable as one immortal foul ? Our Lord himſelf, 
who beſt knew the value of them, tells us there is 
| no compariſon, For what ſhall it profit a man to 
gain the whole world, and loſe his own foul £ Mark 
viii. 36. No intereſt can be ſo truly valuable as 
our own ſouls, and the fouls of our dear children. 
However we may have neglected the care of our 
| own ſouls, and ſuffered them to be over-run with 
| briars and thorns, with fleſhly luſts, and corrupt 
| affections; yet the ſouls of our children require 
all our care; they may, by God's bleſſing upon our 
” beſt endeavours, be in a good degree preſerved 
from the dreadful malignity ; their hearts are 
young and tender, like new-broke ground, or a 
new / made garden, fit to receive any impreſſions, 
or any feed you think fit to ſow in them; and if 
© you cultivate and dreſs them carefully, are capa- 
dle of producing noble fruits unto everlaſting life: 
bdut if you — them, and let them run rude 
and uncultivated, what can you expect but to ſee 
them over- run with ignorance and vice, and eve- 
y i that is noxious and deteſtable in human 
nature! 

| ſakes, for your own ſakes) be your conſtant care 
to watch over them, to obſerve and correct all 


Let it therefore, (I beſeech you for their 


the little iniquities of temper or| humour, to 


check their growing pathons, to tear up every 


ſprout of ſtubbornneſs and wilfullneſs by the roots, 


and 
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and nip every appearance of evil in the very bud; 
by which means you will probably prevent their 
future ruin, and lay the foundation of your own 
peace, and their temporal and eternal happinefs, 
You that are parents, I beſeech you to dwell with 
me a little upon this affecting, this necef{ar 
thought, that little vices are the ſeeds of great 
ones, that the little faults of children, if not re- 
ftrained by good advice or corrected by the rod, 
may grow up into ſuch diabolical vices in the man, 
as may bring them to ſhame and the pallow: 
here, and everlaſting miſery hereafter, 

When, theretore, you are diverting yourſelves 
with the little innocent actions of your children, 
and pleaſing yourſelves with the agreeable quali- 
ties which every fond parent ſees in his own oft- 
ſpring; when you are laying ſchemes, and imaci- 
ning the happy ſucceſs of them for their future 
happineſs : think then, what an unſpeakable afflic- 
tion it would be to you, to ſee, as they are 
growing up, their innocence ruined, their mode- 
ity debauched, their credit and reputation loſt a- 


mong the ſober and religious part of mankind ?. 


When you are pleaſing yourſelves with their cl: 
dreſs and pretty behaviour, think how it would 
cut you to the heart to fee them abandoned to 
beaſtlineſs and exceſs, to ſee them wallowing lik 
ſwine in the filth of their own drunkenneſs, to hear 


them belching out oaths and blaſphemies againſt. 


God, and curfes againſt man, to ſee them given 
up to lewdneſs and uncleanneſs, facrificing their 
ſtrength and fortunes to harlots, and rotting alive 
with filthy diſeaſes, and dying even whilft they live, 
with ſtench and corruption! Think how dread{u! a 
ſight it would be to fee them ſunk into poverty and 
contempt, cloathed with rags, and begging thei: 
bread from door to door. 
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Spiritual COMPANION. 25 


Theſe are frightful reflections : but this is not 
the worſt of the caſe. Should you be ſo unhappy 
as to ſee them fall into the hands of juſtice, and 
forfeit their lives to the ſeverity of the 3 ſhould 
you ſee them confined to a priſon loaded with i Irons, 
condemned to die, and led like victims to the place 
of execution: I dare ſay there is not a parent in 


the world whoſe blood would not chill at ſuch a 


dreadful thought; and yet the worſt of theſe are 
but the natural conſequences of a wicked undiſci- 
plined youth. Theſe terrors, could we ſtop here, 
are too great for the heart of a tender parent to 
ſuttain: but alas! there is a more dreadtul aftect- 
ing ſcene yet behind. 

Could a man in cold blood think of feeing hig 


beloved child, who is dear to him as his own ſoul, 


not only miſerable 3 in this life, and hurried out of 


it by untimely violence, but condemned for ever 


to hopeleſs miſery and defpair in the next world, 
ſhut up in everlaſting darkneſs with devils and ac- 
curſed ſpirits, curſing his parents in the agomes of 
deſpair for bringing him by their cruel indulgence, 


O 
rence, into that place of torment ! 


Good God ! what a ſhocking thought is this ? 
and yet, without any agg ravation, this is the real 


ſtate of the caſe. 


Let us now conſider this matter in another 
light, and ſee the folly and wickedneſs of a brutiſn 
unchriſtian education. Would you not think that 


* parent worſe than a brute, who ſhould neglect or 


refute to provide food and raiment for his children ? 
How much more brutiſh and unnatural muſt he 
be, who neglects to provide for the welfare 
ot their immortal ſouls, conſidering the infinite 
diſproportion betwixt the ſoul and body, betwixt 
this ſhort life and eternity. 
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Which of you could ſee your dear child run- 
ning heedleſly into the fire or water, and not en- le 
deavour to prevent or pull him out? But would le 
any man in his ſenſes be ſo much a devil, as to 
ſee his child upon the brink of danger, and take a 1 * 
pleaſure to puſh him into it! The ſuppoſition is 
ſo monſtrous, that it ſeems to be a reflection upon 
human nature even to make it: and yet this is 1 ©* 


what every wicked careleſs parent does, who, 4 
for want of giving his children a chriſtian and re- © 
tn 


ligious education, correcting and rooting up thoſe i 
vicious and ſinful inclinations, which are the i” 


weeds and tares that grow up in an unregenerate : 
ſoul, do, as it were, wantonly puſh them into I © 
* an 


certain deſtruction, and caſt them into everlaſtin; 
Fl tire © th 
| You would think him a very negligent carele's i 


huſbandman, who ſhould take no care to weed © 
his corn; but you would think him worſe than mad, "a 
who ſhould be at great pains and expence to ſow th 
weeds and tares in his field, and take pleaſure to tee 1 * 
them proſper and choak the corn. But this mad- IM ©? 
neſs is nothing to that of wicked parents, who, * 
inſtead of cortecting the vices of their children, 1 © 
take care to plant and encourage all forts of 1ni- * 
quities in their tender ſouls, by their own wicked 7 
lives and ſcandalous examples. Let me then con- yy 
jure you, for God's ſake, for the love you bear to b f 
your dear children, by the love you bear to your- 1 


ſelves, by every thing that is near and dear to wy 
you in this world, and the intereſts of eternity, to | 
take an earneſt and early care for the chriſtian WW 
education of your dear children. The ſeeds of WM 
iniquity are ſown by the enemy of our ſalvation 
in the ground of human-nature, of which the belt 
men living have a large ſhare; they ſpring up 
with the firſt motions of ſenſe, and dawnings f N 
2 reaſon; . 


5 Spiritual COMPANION. 27 
: H reaſon ; hence proceed the ſtubborn fits, the vio- 
bent paſſions, the eager appetites, the perverſe in- 
» | clinations of children, which are diſcernable even 
x inthe nurſe's arms, which if not weeded out and 
; | K«<pt under by a watchful eye and a diligent hand, 
n | wil grow up into monſtrous crimes and diaboli- 
aal wickedneſſes, too ſtrong to be ſubdued, too 
, deep to be rooted out, and muſt (without a mira- 
dle) infallibly end in everlaſting ruin. Begin, 


Go E therefore, betir.:es to root out every appearance of 


e pride and paſſion, every thing that favours of ſtub- 


bornneſs and diſobedience: break the perverſeneſs 


te k a 

eo of their wills by prudent and regular reſtraints, 

and endeavour to implant in their tender minds, 

” | thoſe amiable virtues and graces, of meekneſs, 
& humility,” and obedience, which are the fruits and 

eſs 2 I eee | 

g ornaments of the chriſtian life : teach them be- 


| times to remember their Creator in the days of 
their youth, and to offer up their prayers to him 
at leaſt every morning and evening: teach them 


and word, and whatever relates to his worſhip and 
| ſervice, and never to mention either without an 
E awtul and religious regard : teach them to be hum- 
ble and dutiful, to be compaſſionate and merciful, 
and to think the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, 
to de one of the trueſt ornaments of human na- 
ture. 8 
Tor in vain will you attempt to do this by words, 
hilft they fee you contradict it in practice: your 
beſt and wiſeſt inſtructions will be loſt upon them, 
füt they find you talking one thing, and doing 
agnother. How abſurd would it be to hear a lewd, 
| wicked, drunken father, teaching ſobriety and 
| modeſty to his children? Or a profane reprobate, 
| gravely recommending the duties of religion? 
| No, let your children ſee that you yourlelves 
. D 2 practiſe 


to have a profound reverence for his mw name 
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practiſe the duties you recommend to them : then 
(and not till then) will they be induced to belicye 
that you are really in earneſt, and be perſuaded 
to follow your good examples. But alas! in vain 
does Paul plant, or Apollos water, except God give 
the increaſe ; it is his bleſſing only that can make 
your beſt endeavours effectual. This, therefore, 
thews you the neceſlity of praying to God without 
ceaſing, for his ſpecial bleſſing upon you and your 
children: and if they were accuſtomed every night 
and morning to beg your bleſſing, and prayers to 
God for them, it would be a leſſon of inſtruction 
both to them and you, They would hence learn 
to look upon you with reverence and honour, not 
only as their natural parents, but as interceſſors with 
God for them. And you too ſhould hence learn how 
regular and exemplary your lives ought to be, in or- 
der to perform it in a decent and proper manner, 
that your children may never ſee you in ſuch a 
{tate of mind, or body, as to be afraid or aſhamed 
to aſk your bleſſing, or you unable to give it. The 
child that hears a paſſionate furious father pouring 
curſes and damnation upon his family or neigh- 
bours upon every provocation, can have little 
reaſon to expect any good from his bleſſing : a 
drunken father that can neither ſpeak nor under- 
ſtand, is abſolutely incapable : and how can chil— 
_ dren expect that a profane irreligious father, wio 
lives in defiance of all religion, ſhould beg Got!'s 
bleſſing upon them, when they know he never 
aſks it for himſelf : There you cannot but ſee the 
neceflity of your good example, and that yur 
tight ſhould fo ſhine before them, that they, ſeeing you 
good works may be induced to love and reverence 
you, and girify their and your Father, which is it 
heaven ; Then may you reaſonably expect God“, 


bleſſing on yourſelves. And that your prays 
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be heard when you pray for your children, let it 


be a conſtant part of your prayers, that he would 


make them his own children by adoption and 


grace, that he would protect them by his holy 
ſpirit from the corruptions that are in the world, 
that he would preſerve them blameleſs and harm- 


midſt of this crooked and perverſe generation, 

It muſt be confeſſed, that very excellent pa- 
rents, notwithſtanding all their endeavours and 
prayers, have been very unhappy in wicked and 
undutiful children. The firſt-born ſon of our firſt 
parents was à child of the devil, and a murderer, 
1 Ep. John iii. 12. Noah, among three ſons, had 
one ſo bad as to bring upon himſelf the curſe of 
his good father, inſtead of a bleſſing, Curſed be 
Canaan, &c. Gen. ix. 25. The patriarch Iſaac 
had one ſon ſo impious as to ſell his birthright 
for a ſingle refreſhment, which action entitled 
him to the character of a profane perſon ; ſor it is 
not improbable that Eſau's great diſtreſs and faint- 


neſs might be deſigned as a tryal of his faith and 


dependance upon God, as was Abraham's reſolu- 
tion to offer up 1/aac, and {Jaac's chearful ſub- 
miſhon to be offered ; and that he juſtly forfeit- 
ed that bleſſing by his diſtruſt of providence, when 
ſuch illuſtrious acts of faith had been ſet before 
him by his anceſtors; and that this may explain 
and juſtify the apoſtle's calling him a profane per- 
ſen for ſelling his birthright, Heb. xii. 16. Good 
old Eli had two, and both ſo wicked, that they 
were both cut off in one day, by a ſignal venge- 
ance from heaven, 1 Sam. ii. 34. Holy David 
was ſeverely puniſhed by diſſolute and rebellious 
children; and his fon Solomon, the wiſeſt prince 
in the world, had the misfortune to leave a fool 
ior his ſucceſſor. How it ſo comes to paſs, and 
| D 3 why 


leſs, the ſons of God, without rebuke, in the 
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why it pleaſes God to permit men that ſeem to 
be very good to be thus viſited, is a queſtion not 
for us to aſk : yet we may obſerve, that ſome of 
them plainly proceeded from too great parental 


Indulgence ; that this was the caſe of Eli in par- 
ticular we are plainly told, 1 Sam. ii. 29. Where 


we read, that the man of God who came to de- 
nounce the intire deſtruction of his family, gave 
this for the reaſon : Thou honoureſ? thy ſons above 
me. And the fame account of his guilt and pu- 
nifhment was revealed by God to Samuel, ch. iii. 
13. J have told him that I will judge his houſe for 
ever for the iniquity that he Fnoweth, becauſe bis ſons 


 anade themſelves wile, and he reſtrained them not. 


David's cale ſeems to have been ſomething like it. 
We read, 1 Kings i. 6. that Adrijab, who re- 
belled againſt him as weil as 4b/alom, had been 
treated with great indulgence : of the former it is 
ſaid, that his father had never diſplcaſed him a 
eny time, in ef en why haſt thou done ſo? He 
never found fault with any thing that he did. 
He muſt have been an excellent child indeed, if 
he never did any thing to deferve reproof and cur- 
rection ; and if he did, it was an imprudent and 
criminal tenderneſs ta let him eſcape without it: 
and there is great reafon to believe, from the 
amiable deſcription of Al ſalom's perſon, 2 Sam. 
xiv. 28. from the tenderneſs which the father 
fhowed, in commanding his General not to burt 
the young man, if he ſhould fall into their hands, 
2 99M. xviii. 12, and the immoderate grief he en- 
preſled at his death, ch. xviii. 33. I fay, from all 
theſe, it ſhould ſeem that AbJalom was no lets a 
favourite than Adonyab; which he requited by the 
moſt unnatural rebellion. It muft alſo be con- 
feſfed, there was a particular aggravation of Da- 
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to the corruption of his children by his own 
wicked example. Great and good as he was, 
he was betrayed into the crying ſins of adultery 
and murder; and though his repentance was ſe- 
vere and bitter, as we lead Halm li. and fo fin- 
cere, that it moved God to forgive his ſin, ſo that 
he ſhould not die, 2 Sam. xii. 13. Yet, as he had 


given great occaſion to the enemies of the Lord to 


blaſpheme ; ſo he doubtleſs gave his children great 
encouragement to offend, as they could not be 
ſtrangers to his crimes, though they might be to 
his repentance ; ; therefore they were made the in- 
ſtruments of his correction. The fore (fays the 
prophet) /hatl not depart from thy houſe, i.e. from 
the children he then had in his family. And ac- 
cordingly we read, that Adonijab was put to death 
by the command of his brother Solomon, 1 Kings ii. 
Anmon was murdered by Abfalom for raviſhing 
his ſiſter Tamar, 2 Sam. xiii. And Abſalom him- 
ſelf, ſoon after killed in rebeJhon againſt his own 
father, and fell by the hand of Jab his own un- 
cle, 2 Sam. xviii. 14. And we mult acknowledge 
that, happen what will, God is r:ghteous in all his 
ways, and holy in all his works, Pſal. cxlv. All 
that we can do in this caſe is, to aſe our beſt en- 
cavours, by precept, by example, by prayer, to 
teach them the good and the right way; and if 
ys our labour be loſt, we ſhall, however, have 
2 ſatisfaction of having gone all that is in our 
5 ver, and we muſt ſubmit, as good old Eli did; 
1 is the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him good, 
Sam, ill. 18. | 


IRS IE RB * . EG 125 


* An 9 N , £4 £ p E _ * b a 
$ EY OT OOTY OO APR OY . GA" Io SB at, + „ lee PIN A 


32 De HuSBANDMAN's 


CMAF. VL 
The Care of your Cattle. 


T HIS part of your labour, as I obſerved be- 
fore, was the employment of the beſt and 
greateſt men of the primitive ages ; their flocks 
and herds were the riches of the ancient world, 
as we find in all the writings of antiquity, both 
ſacred and profane; and many uſeful and excel- 
lent leſſons have been learned from them, and 
F finely applied by the inſpired and moral writers, 
1 All the creatures of God are good, good in a cer- 
| tain degree, but in their firſt creation they were 
pronounced very good, i. e. perfectly good in their 
kind, Gen. i. 31. Endued with all thoſe qualitics 
and excellencies that were neceſſary for that rank 
in the ſcale of beings in which providence had 
placed them. Man was appointed the lord and 
governor of them all, Gen. i. 26. He received 
from the infinite fountain of bleſſing, a conſtant 
uninterrupted communication of life and bleſſed- 
neſs, which were through him derived to all the 
ſeveral parts and inhabitants of the animal and 
vegetable creation, and thereby kept them in an 
abſolute ſubjection and dependance upon him; ſo 
that he had an intire dominion over all the cica- 
tures and inhabitants of this lower world, accord- 
ing to the original charter, Gen. i. 28. And Gd 
blefſed them, and ſaid unto them, be fruitful and 
multiply, and repleniſh the earth, and ſubdue it (i. e. 
keep it in ſubjection) and have dominion over tht 
fiſh of the ſea, and over the fowls of the air, and be 
over every living thing that moveth upon the face if 
the earth. As they were all created to fill up the 

' ſeveral parts of the ſyſtem in due harmony ald 
"=> pre- 
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an eaſy enjoyment of all the comforts of their be- 
| ing, in their ſeveral ſtations. This was the hap- 
py ftate of the primitive earth, *till man by his 
tranſgreſſion extinguiſhed the divine light and life 
in himſelf, and by conſequence involved them in 
the ſame ſtate of condemnation and miſery. The 
communication of divine life and power being 
'v-pended, man could receive nothing from above, 
nor communicate any to the creatures below him, 
nor by confequence could have any power over 
them, to direct or govern, or keep them in ſub- 
jection. (Of all which I have treated very largely 
in my book, entitled, Free thoughts upon the brute 
creation.) The various uſes you make of them, 
and advantages you receive from them, in the 
ordinary courſe of your labours, ſupply you with 
many uſeful leſſons of inſtruction, and may 
improved by a ſerious well-diſpoſed mind to ma- 
ny excellent purpoſes of meditation and prayer. 


| Before I come to the particular conſideration 
of the cattle and domeſtic animals, I ſhall pre- 
miſe one general obſervation which concerns them 
al;, that it is a breach of natural juſtice, an in- 
d:cation of a brutiſh, or rather a diabolical tem- 
-per, to abuſe, torment, or oppreſs any of thoſe 
poor brute creatures which miniſter to our plea- 
tures or neceſſities in this world, to put them to 
unneceſſary labours, to load them with immode- 
rate burdens, or with-hold from then thoſe ne- 
ceſſary refreſhments which their ſtate and condi- 
tion requires. The wiſe man in the book of 
Prov. xii. 10. makes it an act of righteouſneſs to 
be merciful to thoſe poor creatures, The righteous 


nan regardeth the life of his beaſt, but the tender 
| muercies 
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mercies of the wicked are cruel, Where he plainly 
declares it to be the mark of a righteous man t 
be merciful to his cattle, and of a wicked man tc 


be cruel, God himſelf, in the old Jaw, guaided 


againſt this piece of cruelty by ſeveral express 
commands and prohibitions, particularly in the 
fourth commandment, where the Sabbath-day is 
appointed to be a day of reſt for the cattle as wel! 
as for their owners, as it is more expreſly declar- 


ed, Exod. xxiii. 12. Six days thou ſhalt do thy 


work, and on the ſeventh day thou ſhalt reſt, that 
thine ox and thine aſs may reſt, &. And in the 
fifth verſe of the ſame chapter, a particular com- 
mand 1s given, to be merciful even to the cattle 
of an enemy, I thou fee the afs of him that hatet' 
thee lying under his burden, and wouldſt forbear 3 
help him, thou fhalt jurely help with him, Deut. 
xxv. 4. God preſcribes a ſpecial law in favou: 
of oxen, who trod out the corn as we now threſh 
it, that their mouths ſhould not be muzzled whilſt 
they were at their labour, but that they might eat 
as well as work. 


Me read in the book of Jonah, that when be 
had denounced the deſtruction of Nineveb, th: 
King proclaimed a faft for the cattle as well as for 
the people. Let neither man nor beaſt, herd nos 
flock, taſte any thing ; let them neither feed nor dr:1 
water, Jonah iii. 7. And chap. iv. 11. God de- 
clares his compaſſion for the cattle of Nzneveh, 
as well as for the inhabitants: Should I not ſpar? 
Nineveh, that great city, in which are more than /ix 
core thouſand perſons that cannot ** betwixt 

their right-hand and their left, and alſo much cattle, 
Jonah iv. 11. We read of one beaſt whoſe mouth 
was miraculouſly opened to upbraid his rider for 
his cruel uſage, Numb. Xxii, 28, And when the 
| | angry 
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angry prophet juſtified his cruelty to the poor 
beaſt, the angel of the Lord pleaded for the aſs, 
and condemned the rider. I am very ſenſible that 
this ſtory has given occaſton to ſome empty pre- 


. tenders to wit and criticiſm, to laugh at it, as a 


thing ridiculous and impoſſible : But I would aſk 
theſe merry gentlemen a few ſhort queſtions. Can 
they deny that brutes have ſenſe, reaſon, memo- 
ry, and reflection? Are they not ſenſible of ill 
uſage? Do they not diſtinguiſh betwixt their 
friends and their engmies, betwixt thoſe who uſe 
them well, and thoſe that injure and abuſe them ? 
Have they not a language among themſelves, or 


municate their ſentiments, their wants and neceſ- 
ſities, affections and reſentments to each other? 
They that can deny this, are philoſophers indeed : 
and can it be thought impoſſible for God, for 
weighty reaſons, to give them power to communi- 


cate their wants and their ſufferings to thoſe who 


injure and abuſe them? eſpecially in a caſe where 
there ſeems to be ſomething ſupernatural in it. 
And though they have not naturally this power 
of complaining in words, yet they have a power 
of expreſſing their pains, their wants, and their 


ſufferings, which every body underſtands, and 


which every merciful good-natured man would 


endeavour to relieve or prevent. We may juſtly 
ſay of the whole brute creation, what David ſaid 
of his innocent ſubjects, under the ſcourge of a 


deſtroying peſtilence, Theſe /heep, what have they 


done ® They have no guilt to anſwer for, they 
12ve done no wrong, they anſwer the end of their 


ſome faculty analogous to it, whereby they com- 


creation, and yet are miſerable ; they ſuffer for 


and by the diſobedience of man, their lord and 
governor, who ſhould have been under God their 
guardian and protector, What then * = 

| | 5 
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ſinful men expect, who are not ſo innocent a; 
they? What ſhall be ſaid for thoſe who are to 
their own ſpecies ſavage and cruel as beaſts of 
prey, luſtful as goats, filthy as dogs or ſwine, 
crafty as foxes, or crocodiles, poiſonous as :{ks 
and baſtliſks; not to mention the drunkards, who 
are guilty of ſuch intemperance as the brut:; 
themſelves abhor? If theſe evil qualities are ſo 
deteſtable in beaſts, how much more in men, how 
much more in chriſtians? On the other hand, 
how charming is the meekneſs of the lamb ? How 


uſcful and inſtructive the patience of the horſe, 


the ox, and the aſs? How many uſeful leſfons 
do they teach us? | 


I ſhall therefore conſider this branch of your 
employment, | 


I. With regard to your care of them. 


TI. Their returns to you, by the uſes and 20s 
vantages you receive from them. 


I. Your care conſiſts in providing them with 
proper food when they are well, and proper ic- 
medies when they are ſick or maimed ; to keep 
them from going aſtray, or running into danger. 


How diligent and careful is every good huſband- 


man in each of theſe articles, to feed their flocks 
and herds in due ſeaſon, to ſeek and bring home 
thoſe that are gone aſtray, and protect them from 
violence and diſtempers. Does not this natural!y 
bring to your remembrance the good rpc? 
and biſhop, who laid down his life for his ſheep * 
There is not, I dare fay, a man of ſenſe and god 
nature in the world, who is poſſeſſed of any {ort 


or kind of cattle, excellently good and beautiiu 
JI 


"ur 
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in their kind, but has a ſecret tenderneſs and at- 
fection for them, abſtracted from the uſes and ad- 
vantages he makes of them. And can any man 
doubt of God's love and compaſſion to all his 
creatures, particularly to thoſe who faithfully 
love, honour and humbly obey him? When yon 


drive them to the paſture, can you forbear re- 


peating the 234 Plalm, which abounds with af- 
fecting thoughts and beautiful images, The Lord 
is my ſhepherd, therefore can I lack nothing. He 
ſhall feed me in a green paſture, and lead me forth 
beſide the fill waters. When you fee how con- 
tentedly they feed in the paſture you have al- 
lotted for them, can you repine at the lot and 
portion that the good providence of God has al- 
lotted for you? When you obſerve how loving- 
ly and peaceably they feed together, without en- 


Ving or diſputing, are you not aſhamed of your 


malicious and barbarous behaviour to one ano- 
ther? When the. ſnow has covered the face of 
the earth, that there is no graſs for the cattle, 
they muſt periſh, did not you provide fodder for 
them; and if you are ſo provident for your cat- 


| tle, can you queſtion whether God will take the 


{fame care of you and yours, in the moſt difficult 
ſeaſons and trials of life ? When there falls out 


a bad ſeaſon or loſſes in your cattle, what diſquiet 


does it give you, what concern for yourtelves 
and families? And what pains do you take in a 
hard winter, an unkind ſcaſon, or a contagious 
diſtemper among the cattle, to prevent the dan- 
ger, and ſecure yourtelves and them from the 
evils. that threaten you ? And can you doubt 
whether God can or will do as much for vou and 
„urs under the like difficulties, whiltt you love 
and Wbey him and depend upon him? Conſider 
how i at tamine "OY his prophet £/1jah, 
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by a miracle, commanding the Ravens to bring /; 
bread and freſh in the morning, and bread and 2 
in the evening, as you read 1 Kings xvii. 6. And 
how he multiplied the poor widow's barrel of mea 
and a cruiſe of oil, to preſerve her and her fa- 
mily from periſhing by famine, verſe 17. It is the 
ſame God that ſtill watches over his faithful ſer- 
vants, and will never leave them nor forfake them 


When anyof your cattle are loſt and gone aftray, 
conſider how careful and diligent you are to ſeck 
them, and bring them back : and can you forbear 
reflecting on the goodneſs and love of God to his 
finful creatures, that have erred and ſtrayed Hen 
his ways . loft ſheep, as we confeſs every day in 
our prayers ? Do you not remember how ſtrongly 
and beautifully he hath repreſented his compaſhon 
to penitent ſinners, in the parable of the loſt 
ſheep, Lule xv. When the good ſhepherd % 
the ninety nine in the wild) nefs 10 fees a 2 2 vHhie 
that was loft, and having found it, he laid it an 
his ſhiulders rejcicing. And not content to rejoice 
by himlelf, when he came home, he called togerler 
his friends and his neighlours, ſaying unto them, i- 


joice with me, for I have found my ſheep which dc 


tft. 1 ſay unto you likewiſe, that there ſhall be ja 
in heaven over one ſinner that repenteth, more ti 
over ninety and niue ju ut perſons that need no rege 
tance, verſes 4, 5, 6, 7. Do you not remenher 
what our Lord tells you, Matt. xv. 24. that lee 


was ſent 10 bring home the loft {Deep of the hawje FU; 


Ifracl ? And that he Las ether ſheep which are vt 
of that fold; that he mujt bring them alſo, that the, 
may ail be ene fold under one foepberd, John x. 16. 
Who can think of this without da! ly praying 10 
God, that he would preſerve and guide us under 


all the W and chances of this mortal J te, 
Cen 
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even as a good ſhepherd does his ſheep ; and that 
he would haſten that blefled and happy time, 
when the fullneſs of the Fews and Gentiles thall 
come in, ſo as to be one fold under one fe herd. 


When your cattle are diſeaſed, or maimed, or 
lame, how much care do you take to appiy proper 
remedies to prevent the infection of thoſe that 
are found, and to cure the wounds and bruiſes 
of thoſe that are hurt? And can you forbear 
thinking of the inceſſant care and providence of 


| God over his creatures, to cure all the diſeaſes of 


their fouls ? How many affectionate warnings he 


F gives us to guard againſt the infection of wicked 
examples and corrupt converſation ? How does 
| he command and beſeech us to keep ourſelyes - 
blameleſs and harmleſs, as the ſons of God, with- 
| out rebuke, in the midſt of a crooked and per- 
| verſe generation? Do you not obſerve, when you 
go to ſodder them at the uſual times, what haſte 
the poor creatures make to come to you, with 
| what eagerneſs and reliſh they take the poor 
coarſe food you bring them? And can you for- 
dear reflecting with how little gratitude you re- 
| ctive from the hands of God, the many blefſings 
| he beſtows upon you? How little do you confi- 
der the hand that feeds and cloaths you, and gives 
vou plentifully all the neceſſaries and comforts of 
this life ? Thus God complains of the ungrate- 
| ful Fewws, Iſa. i. 3. The ox knoweth his owner, and 
| the ass his majler's crib, but Iſrael doth not not; 
j people doth not conſider. I come now, | 


II. To confider the uſes you make of them, 


| and the benefits you receive from them. There 

is not one of them but performs with readineſs 
and chearfulneſs the purpoſes of providence, the 
| | „5 end 
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end of their creation, and the ſervices you e 
pect from them: your horſes and oxen draw your 
plough and your cart, carry you or your bur- 
dens as their well-known duty, without inur- 
muring or repining; your cows ſupply you twice 
a day with fegt and wholeſome food for wou 
and your families; your ſheep ſupply” you with 
food and raiment, they cloath you with thr 
wool, and in many countries ſupply great quanti- 
tics of milk for the dairy, Theſe benefits entitle 
them to a kind and merciſul as well as jutt treat- 
ment, as a grateful recompenſe for the ſervices 
they do us, being the chief end for which they 
were created: who that conſiders this, can re- 
Acct without bluſhing, that theſe poor creatures 
anſwer all the ends of their being, and the pur- 
poſes of the Creator? whilſt man, the lord of the 
_ univerſe, endued with underſtanding, and valuing 
himſelf upon the ſtrength and extent of his rca- 
ſon, is the only rebellious creature in it, an ene- 
my to himſelf, unjuſt to his nezghbour, and Ci/- 
obedient to his God, | 


Their diligent quiet fubmiſſion to the will of 
their owners, is a reproach to the lazy diſcontent- 
ed repining part of mankind ; they abundant!y 
recompence the little good we do them, wb tt 
ungrateful man neglects, diſhonours, and di- 
obeys the ſupreme infinite fountain of life and 
love, the giver of all good things, on whom 
alone all our joys, and all our hopes depend, 
both for this world and that which is to come. 
Theſe poor creatures obey the will of God for 
our good only, whilſt we neglect or refuſe to 
obey it, though our own eternal intereſt depends 
intirely upon it. This conſideration ſhould make 


us pray without ceaſing, that God would be 
pleaſed 
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| pleaſed to give us a conſiderate and thankful heart, 


a cheartul and obedient ſpirit, that we may reſign 
ourſeves wholly to his diſpoſal, and do his will as 
chearfully as the reſt of his creatures do it on 


earth, or rather, as his holy angels do it in heaven. 


CHAP: WH 
De Harveſt, or Reaping your Corn. 
HIS happy ſeaſon of cutting down, and 


bringing in the fruits of the earth, is the 


completion and reward of every labour of the year; 
it was the proſpect and hope of a plentiful harveſt 
that encouraged all your induſtry, engaged all 
your attention, and ſweetened every toll of life : 
it was this hope that made you rife early, work 
| bard, eat the bread of careſulneſs, and late take rei- 


fur this you manured, ploughed and ſowed your 


lands; this made you bear with patience the ſum- 
mer's ſcorching heat, and winter's piercing cold, 
becauſe you were fully perſuaded that the joyful 
ſealon of harveſt would come to anfwer all your 
| hopes, and reward all your labours. All this 
| white your eyes and thoughts were intent upon 
che ſtate and condition of, your lands, to obſerve 
what reaſonable hopes you might have of a plenti- 
ful harveſt, Every man of ſenſe among you, 
took due care to do every thing that was necef- 
| {ary-to promote this favourite view, to procure a 
E gulcrop, and guard againſt every thing that might 
| provent or injure it, and defeat his expectations. 
Tou watch with a diligent and careſul eye to ſee 
hem it is ripe and fit for the ſickle, and then ſet 
| i hands to work to cut it down, to bind it in 
E !hcaves and carry is into the barn to be a provi- 
uin for yourſelves and your families. ; 
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Now this article may ſupply you with mam 
uſeſul inſtructions for your edification and com- 
fort. Our bleſſed Lord has made uſe of it as che 
moſt ſignificant emblem to repreſent to us the con- 
ſummation of all things, or the end of the world, 


2 „ — 92 
as we read Matt. xiii. where he explains the para- 


ble of the tares to his diſciples. When the mul- 


titude were gone away, v. 36. He anſwered and 
faid unto them, he that ſoweth the good ſeed is the Gn 
of man, the field is the world, the good ſeed are (ht: 
children of the kingdom, but the tares are the children 
of the wicked one, the enemy that ſawed them is ih: 
devil- THE HARVEST IS THE END OF THE 
WORLD, v. 39. From hence I ſhall endeavour 
to ſhew you the ſpiritual improvement you ought 
to make of it, from the exact correſpondence 
there is betwixt the annual harveſt of the fruits 
of the earth, and the laſt univerſal harveſt, which 
is the end of the world, when all ſhall be cut 


down, when all the beauties and glories of this 


corruptible tranſitory world ſhall be deſtroyed in 
one general conflagration, to make way for 1: 
heauens and a new earth, to be an habitation «f 
righteouſneſs, 2. Pet. ill. 13. St. Fohn, Rev. xiv. 
has given us a very affecting and particular de— 
ſcription of this laſt univerſal harveſt, I loo 
(ſays he) and behold a white cloud, and upon the 
cloud one ſat like unto the fon of man, having on is 
head a golden crown, and in his hand a fharp fic; 
and another angel came out of the temple, crying te 
« loud voice to him that fate on the cloud, thruſ! (1 
thy fickle, and reap, fon the time is come for thee b 
reap, fer the harveſt of the earth is ripe: and be 
that 48 upon the cloud thruſt in his fickle upon te 
earth, and the earth was reaped. You fee here, by 
the ripenels of the earth is expreſſed, the different 


ſtates of the righteous and the wicked, the one 
- 1ipe 
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cipe for deliverance and falyation, and the other 


| for judgment and deſtruction. So the ſame ſun 


ripens the good corn for the barn, and the tares 
and weeds for the fire: God in great mercy waits 
patiently for the ripeneſs of both, he does not cut 
of the wicked without allowing them ſufficient 
time and ſpace for repentance; he ſuffers them to 
live till they are paſt ſhame and repentance, till 
they are too bad to be mended, and are fit for no- 
thing but to be caſt into the fire. The wheat and 
the tares (as we read in this parable) are ſuffered 
to grow together, till the time of harveſt, when 
the one ſhall be gathered into the barn, and the 
other bound up in bundles for the fire. 

Let us now dwell a little upon our Lord's com- 
pariſon. between the yearly harveſt of the fields, 
and the genera] harveſt in the end of the world ; 
and ſee what uſeful leſſons of inſtruction the loweſt 
degree of common ſenſe may ſuggeſt to every ſeri- 
ous and attentive mind. 

Iſt. Every man of common ſenſe who is poſſeſſed 
of 2 competent eſtate, expects and endeavours to 
raiſe out of it, a ſubſiſtance for himſelf and his 
family. Every man of common ſenſe, that rents 
an eſtate of another, contrives ſo to proportion 
his time, his labour, and his expences, as to be able 
to maintain himſelf and his family, and to anſwer 
the demands of his landlord: he that in either 
caſe acts otherwiſe, is a fool. 

2dly. Every man of common ſenſe knows, that 
this can only be done by conſtant labour, and 
proper management of his land; he therefore that 
neglects the proper culture, that neither ploughs 
nor ſows, but ſpends his time in idleneſs and lux- 


ury, and ſuiters his land to lye waſte and uncul- 


Uvated, can never expect to reap. 
pO 3dly. 
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3dly. Every man of common ſenſe knows, that 


the crop he expects, muſt be anſwerable in 


quality and quantity to the ſeed he has ſown. 
None but an idiot can expect to reap wheat 
Where he has ſown oats or barley; nor can 
he expect to reap good grain of any ſort 
where he has ſown nothing but tares or graſs 
ſeed. It is an infallible maxim in reaſon and re- 


ligion, that what a man ſows, that ſhall he reap: 


and ſo with regard to the increaſe, revelation, rea- 
fon and common ſenſe agree, that both in the 
natural and ſpiritual world, He that ſoweth 1it1!; 
ſhall reap little, and he that ſoweth plentecuſiy fil 
reap plenteoufly, 2 Cor. ix. 6, 7. Upon thee 
plain and obvious principles you proceed with re- 
gard to the culture of your lands, and reaſonable 
expectations of a plentiful increaſe; and you 
would laugh at any man who fhould act other— 
wiſe. You could not pity a man who ſhou!\ 
complain for the want of a good crop, when you 
knew he had done nothing to procure it; who 
could think of ſowing upon fallow land, or the 


high road, or expect to reap a good crop of ai 
ſort, without preparing the ground, and ſowing 


the proper ſeed to produce it? Juſt ſo it is and 
will be with our ſpiritual harveſt. It is equally 


true in the ſpiritual ſenſe as in the natural, that 


what @ man ſ5ws, that he Hall alſo reap. He th 
foweth to the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption, 
and he that foweth to the ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpirit 
reap life everlaſting. He that lives an idle, ditjo- 
lute, irreligious life, is ſowing the ſeeds of diſtreh, 
miſery and ſhame in this world, and certain de- 
ſtruction in that which is to come, and can have 
no reaſonable hopes of any thing elſe ; whilſt the 
truly pious and religious man, whoſe lite is a con- 
ſtant babit of devotion towards God, and lone 
and charity to mankind, is ſowing the ſeeds vi 
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peace and ſerenity of mind in this world, and of 


| <t:rnal happineſs and glory in that which is to 
come. | 


Conſider now the happineſs of that man, who 


| has made a right uſe and improvement of his farm, 
| who has manured and tilled his ground, and ſow- 
ed good feed with a plentiful hand, which he dai- 
| ly (ces growing and improving by the ſpecial bleſ- 
| ling of God upon his labour. With what plea- 
| ſure does ſuch a one look back upon his paſt la- 
| bours and forward to the time of harveſt, which 
| will be to him a day of recompence for all his ex- 
| pence and toil, when what he has ſown in ſweat _ 
| and tears, he ſhall reap in joy, and eat the fruit 

of his labours with thankſgiving ? 


On the other hand how unhappy how hopeleſs, 


how unpitied will the ſtate of that man be, who 
| has made no improvement at all of his land, who 
| has neither ploughed nor ſowed, nor has any kind 
| of ſtock upon his ground? Whilſt he ſees others 
| rejoicing in the ſucceſs of their labours, and the 
improvement of their fortunes, he alone has no 
| ſhare in the common joy, having nothing to ſatiſ- 
| fy the juſt demands of his landlord, nor to ſup- 

port himſelf and his family: ſuch a man has no 
| tit'e to our pity, he does not deſerve common 


compaſhon ; his miſery is of his own making, he 
i ruined by his own obſtinate ſtupidity, and has 


no body to blame but himſelf. 


juſt the ſame will be the difference betwixt the 


righteous and the wicked, in the general harveſt 
| of the world : he who has ſpent his life in a ſteady 
| uniform courſe of obedience to the laws of God, 


and affectionate devotion to his fervice, feels with- 
in himſelf a moſt comfortable expectation of a 


| glorious reward: he comforts himſelf under all 


the difficulties and adverſities of this liſe, that a 


day of retribution will come, when all his in- 
. ward 
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ward acts of devotion and faith, all his ſectcee WW :: 
prayers and tears, like grain hid in the eari', ME 
ſhall ſpring and multiply an hundred fold to cer 
laſting life, — Whilft the wicked and impenitc1; 
have nothing to hope, but every thing to fear: they 
that have neither feared God, nor regarded man, 
who have never begged God's mercy for thein- 
ſelves, nor ſhown any to their fellow-creaturcs, 
who have either ſpent their riches in riot and in- 
temperance, or, which is not quite ſo bad, as not 
being attended with quite ſo bad conſequences, 
hoarded it up as their chief treaſure, and truſted 
in it as their God; they have ſown no ſeed for 
eternal life, and therefore can have no comfort- 
able ground of hope for the general harveſt : };: 
'FÞ that has intirely neglected the culture of his 
ground, that has ſown no ſeed, but has ſpent the 
ſeaſon in drunkenneſs and ſleep, has no reaſon to 
expect miracles to relieve neceſſities of his own 
making; but muſt expect the ſluggard's curſe, 
Prov. xx. 4. The fluggard will not ſow by reaſon 
of the cold, therefore ſhall he beg in harveſt and have 
nothing. He too that has dreſſed and ploughed 
| his field, and inſtead of good grain has ſown tares, 
MN nettles, and hemlock, or planted briars and thorns, 
| has no reaſon to expect he ſhall reap whcat 
BK or barley from the one, or gather figs or grapes 
|; from the other; it being a general and infallible 
rule, that what a man ſows that only he can ex- 
pect to reap. | 
By this rule every honeſt and good ſou] may 
form a certain judgment concerning his ſpiritual 
eſtate, and his reaſonable hopes of a comfortable 
portion in the univerſal harveſt, or end of the 
world. No man can be at a loſs to know what 
he has ſown, and by conſequence what he may 
icaſonably expect to reap, Every thought word 


and 
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achion of our lives, are ſo many feeds ſown into 
eternity, which cannot fail to produce their pro- 
per effects, as feeds ſown in the ground do their 
proper fruits. He that has ſown to the fleſh, will of 
te fleſh reap corruption, and he that ſorveth to the 


ist, ſhall of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting. Sin 


of every kind is the never-failing ſeed of miſery, 
ſhame and deſtruction; devotion and piety to- 
wards God, love and charity to our neighbours, 
the juſt and regular exerciſe of our reaſon, the 
mortification of our corrupt paſhons, and a tem- 
perate and religious uſe of the bleſſings of this life, 
are the certain ſeeds of peace, honour, health, 
and happineſs in this world, and that which is to 
come. If, therefore, you chuſe to live in an ab- 
ſolute contempt of religion, and neglect of all the 
means of grace, and yet expect to find mercy at the 
lait, you are juſt as wiſe as if you ſhould ſow tares 
aud hemlock, and expect to reap wheat and bar- 
ley : nay farther yet, ſhould you chuſe to live an 
nJolent, idle life, though with the appearances 
of decency and religion, ſhould you abſtain from 


| all groſs and ſcandalous ſins, and yet give up 


yourſelves intirely to what the world calls inno- 
cent pleaſures and amuſements of life, either in 
the field or the aſſembly, ſhould you ſuffer your 
heads and hearts to be devoted to trifles, how in- 
nocent ſoever they may be in themſelves when 
properly and prudently uſed ; you may as wilely 
!pcnd your time in ſowing fand and faw-duit (ve- 
innocent things !) and expect to reap the no- 
bleſt and choiceſt productions of the harveſt. 
Deceive not yourſelves with notions, that this or 


that diverſion is innocent, that theſe games and 


ſports are not ſinful, and may therefore be inno- 


| cently indulged; that which 1s innocent in itſelf, 
may become highly criminal by exccflive ſondnels 


for 
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for them, by uſing them at improper ſeaſons gr 
places, to the neglect of the neceſſary dutics of 
our calling and ſtation. Whatever engrofles on 
time and aftections, and ſteals away your heart. 
from God, the care of your immortal fouls, ant 
the intereſt of eternity, cannot be innocent, but 


© oy 2 "OI 


Dr 


muſt be ſinful and dangerous. Let this thought 
teach you to pray earneſtly to God, that he would 
fo teach you to number your days, that you may apply yur 


hearts unto wiſdom. 


CHAP. VI. 
Tytheing and Gleaning. 


the harveſt you have been reaping is en- 
tirely the gift of God, you are thereby in- 
ſtructed and called upon to acknowledge and ade 
the infinite power and goodneſs of Almighty Goc, 
in making this conſtant yearly proviſion for the 
ſubſiſtance of all his creatures: who, from ſuch 
ſeemingly contemptible principles, produces ſuch 
a wonderful variety of fruits and grain for the 
| ſervice of man and beaſt : for it is God alon: 
that quickens the feed ſown in the earth, which 
rots and dies before it riſes to bring forth fruit; 
for one may plant, and another may water, J 
it is God only that giveth the increaſe, he alone it i 
that maketh our garners full and plenteous with d 
manner of ſtare, and giveth us all things rich iy ti 
To him therefore we are bound to make all 
the proper acknowledgments that reaſon or re- 
velation can dictate to us: reafon itſelf teachcs 
us, that if God be the giver of all theſe goud 
things, he has a right to diſpoſe of them as he 
ſees fit, and to determine in what manner, under 
what reſtrictions, and with what reſerves they 
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t» be enjoyed: he might command what portion 
he pleaſed to be applied to his own peculiar ſer- 
vice, in the nature of a quit- rent or acknowledg- 
_— to be paid to him as the chief lord of the 
but as it is impoſſible for reaſon to diſcover 
= proportion ought to be thus applied, he has 
been graciouſly pleaſed to make his own appoint- 
ment, and give us proper directions how to ap- 
ply it, Lev. xxvii. 30. He tells us, All the Tythe 
it the land, whether of the ſeed of the land, or of 


the fruit of the tree, 1s the Lord's, it is 2 untn 


te Lord, The tenth part of all the produce of 


the earth, whether by ſeed or tree, he has re- 
jerved to himſelf, and expects it to be punctually 
paid by thoſe who hope for God's bletling in the 
enſoyment of the other nine, 


But here again it is impoſſible for reaſon to diſ- 
cover in what manner this acknowledgment is to 


bz made, and to whom it is to be paid. God 


himſelf can neither want nor receive it, but may 
duhoſe of it to ſuch perſons, and for ſuch uſes as 


| ” 90g ſee fit: and accordingly he tells, . Numb. 


. 31. Behold I have given the children of Levi, 
all 1 the tenth in ljraet, for an inheritance for the ſer- 


vice which they ſei ve, even the ſervice of the taler- 


nacle of the congregation, i. e. I have given the Tythe, 
or tenth part of all the produce of the land, for 
a perpetual inheritance to the-prieſts that miniſter 
at my altar, to ſupport and reward their attend- 
ance on my ſervice. And accordingly we find, 


that not only among the Fews, but even in . 
then nations, the tenth part of the ſpoils taken 
in war, or the produce of lands, was the uſual 


ard ordinary proportion dedicated to their Gods; 
and in the chriſtian chuich, the clergy have al- 
ways been —_—_— to have as good a litle to the 

F tenth 
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. Zenth part, as the proprietors have to the othe! 
nine; and this title is as well guarded by repcat- 


ed Jaws, as any other branch of property can be, 
I know very well the general filly clamours that 
are raiſed againſt the clergy, by weak or profane 
people, upon this account ; our demands are 
thought very unjuſt, and we are too often renre- 
ſented as a ſet of lazy people, who live upon other 
folks labours, who are unjuſtly compelled to vire 
us what we have no right to demand or reccive, 
and therefore they think it no more crime to de— 
fraud us of thoſe pretended dues, than to deceive 
a pick- pocket, or out-wit a robber. This is an 
imagination as filly as it is wicked. God, who 1; 
the ſupreme and abſolute proprietor of the wh 
earth, has reſerved the tenth to himſelf, the tit 
is in him, though the uſes and profits are piven 
to us; and the detaining thoſe dues and offers 
from us, he declares to be a robbery and injuſtice 
to himſelf. Thus the prophet Malachi expoſtu— 
Jates with the Jetoiſb nation on this account, chap. 
iii. 8. Mill a man rob God? (ſays he) yet you have 
robbed me; yet ye ſay, wherein have we robbed th? 
In tythes and offerings : ye are curſed with a cur je, 
for ye have robbed me, even this whale nation. But 
ſuppoſe we had no divine right to plead in this 
caſe, yet we have as good, if not a better legal 
title to the zenth part, as any other man to the 
other nine. The firſt founders of churches, (to 
go no higher) who had an undoubted right to di- 
poſe of their eſtates as they pleaſed, dedicated at 
leaſt the tenth part to the glory of God, and the 
maintenance of the clergy for his ſervice ; and 
whenever the property of thoſe eſtates has been 
transterred to other owners, it has always been 
with a reſerve of the tenth part; fo that the pur- 
chaſer never buys, and the tenant never rents 

3 more 
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more than nine parts in ten of the eſtate ; for 
you all know, that when an eſtate is to be ſold or 
|. tythe free, the price riſes in proportion. Since 
then the nine parts are only yours, and the tenth is 
referved by God the great landlord, for his own 


ſervice, you ſhould with a devout and religious 


heart, ſeparate it conſcientiouſly from the reit, as 
an act of religious gratitude to God, who alone 
gives you the increafe of your lands, and biletles 
the fruits of your labour. You may fay perhaps, 
we are pleading for ourſelves ; and the ſame you 
may ſay to every other man who is pleading for 
tuth and juſtice, in which every particular man 
is concerned, How ſevere would any of you be 
upon the character of any clergyman, whom you 
ſuſpect to have done you an injury? and very 
juſtly ; but pray conſider, is it not the ſame ini- 
quity for you to injure them? It is a very ſtrange 
notion, that the ciergy are the only people that 
may be cheated, without any checks of conſcience, 
oH property ſettled upon them by the donation of 
God himfelt, and ſecured to them by the Jaws of 
heir country. Certain it is, that whoever is 
guilty of this kind of injuſtice, muſt offend out of 
mere malice or ignorancè : if the former, it muſt 
'roceed from an irreligious unbelieving heart, 
not to be mended but by a miracle; but if the 
Jatter, if they offend through ignorance or miſ- 
take, if they were not ſatished about the title by 
wiich we claim them, and the obligations they 
were under tu pay them; if they really deſire to 
be better informed, and would reſolve to act 
agrceably to their own convictions, I refer them 
to an excellent little treatiſe upon that ſubject, 


written by the Reverend and learned Dr. Webſter.“ 


* An appeal to the common ſenſe, common honeſty, and com- 
mon piety of the laity, in reſpect to the payment of TYTHE, 


Lenden, 1745. 
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And as God Almighty has thus reſerved % 
zenth part to himſelf, and has expreſly appropri at- 
ed it for ſupport and maintenance of the pr:{t+ 
who attend his ſervice, and wait at his altar, {» 
he has another very reaſonable demand upon 
you, in behalf of your poor neighbours, as it i; 
clearly expreſſed, Lev. xxili. 22. Mhen ye ra 


* the harveſt of your land, thou ſhalt not make cla; 


riddance of the corners of thy field when thou rewh- 
ght, neither fhalt thou gather any gleanings of thy 
2 * thou fhalt leave them to the poor, and to 
the ſtranger : I am the Lord your God. As if he 
had faid, I am the Lord of the whole earth, the 
ſole proprietor and diſpoſer of all worldly bleſ- 
tings, and have therefore a right to command 
your obedience in this point, that you ſhew a 
tender and charitable regard to your poor neich- 
bours, that they who by the providence of God 
are deſtitute of ny pallets of their own, nor 
are able to ſupport themſelves by renting the 
eſtates of others, ſhould have a moderate ſhere 
of the bleſſings I beftow on you, and rejoice 1 
bleſs God for the proſperity of their neighbours, 
This will bring God's bleſſing on all your la— 
bours, and multiply the fruit of your ground to 
your comfort and my glory. 


Let this, my brethren, be your conſtant way 
of thinking and acting upon every return of this 
ſeaſon, That the earth is the Lord's, and the fit. 
neſs thereof; that it is his blefling only that g. 
the former and the latter rain upon the earth, it 
multiplies the ſeed ſewn, and gives you the ſeveral 
fruits of the earth in their ſeaſon. If you there- 
fore expect his bleſſing, he will alſo expect yout 
obedience, that you honeſtly and cheartully pay 


him thoſe acknowledgments which he has 5 
quite. 
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quired of you. This will ſecure to you the con- 
tinuance of his bleſſing here, and in the general 


harve/t, which is the end of the world ; you ſhall 


| fee all your juſt and pious, and charitable ac- 


tions returning with a Jarge and plentiful increaſe 
into your own boſums : and your great Landlord 
ſhall approve and reward all your labours of love, 
with that comfortable welcome, Hell done, good 


and faithful ſervant, thou haſt been faithful over a 


feu things, I will make thee ruler over many things; 


enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. 
CHAP. IX. 
Going to Fairs and Markets. 
| HI S is a neceſſary. part of your employ- 


ment, but jo full of temptations to lie, de- 
ceive and cheat one another, that it requires great 


conſtancy, and ſteady integrity to diſcharge this part 


of your duty, without wounding your confciences 
and injuring your neighbours.» It is a juſt and 

— 7 1 » _ 
true obſervation. of the fon of SFirach, As a nail 


| Hiicketh fat between the juining of the ſtone, ſo doth 
| ſin flick cloſe betwixt buying and ſelling. Innumer- 


able are the arts which the children of this world: 
(who are called among themſelves notable men, 
hrewd fellows, cunning dealers, who are indeed 
much vier in their generation than the children of 
llt) make uſe of to deceive and cheat the cre- 
dulity or ignorance of their chapman; and a man 
that has not the fear of God before his eyes, will 
hardly ſtick at the very worſt of them, when 
a good bargain or a gainful purchaſe are in view. 
How will the feller commend and magnify the 
value of the goods which he has to diſpoſe »of ? 


How many infamous lies will he tell to raiſe their 
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value, and get a good price? On the other 
hand, how does the buyer viliſy and 3 
the goods he is cheapening ? It was Solamon's b. 
ſervation in his time, It is nought,. it is not, 5 
ſaith the buyer, and when he is gone away, he belli 
eth, Prov. xx. 14. that he has been too cunning 
for his neighbour. 


But you will ſay, perhaps, that you neither 
ſwear nor. lie, but only make uſe of the uiual 
honeſt arts to make the beſt of your market. It 
is impoſſible to fix any general rule to aſcertain 
the value, and fix the ſtandard of profit to be 
raiſed from the ſeveral articles of trade ; but thi; 
muſt be faid in general, that whoſoever conceal: 
any damage or fault in the goods he expotlc: ty 
ſale, and at the ſame time demands as good 2 
price as the fame commodity would bring i! i: 
had not that fault, is a cheat and a villain, whatever 
faſhion and cuſtom, in ſome particular articles, 
may offer to defend it. He that impoſes upon the 
ignorance of a child, a ſervant, or any other 1n- 
ſkilful perſon, ſo as to make him pay more Jo; 2 
thing than he knows it to be worth, is unjutt to 
his neighbour, in ſpite of all the excuſes and c. a- 
ſions he can offer ſor himſelf: and to ſay 
truth, no man that deccives another in the Wn = 
neſs or value of what he ſclls, can plead iges. 
rance ; I mean, of his guilt ; his own conſc.encr 
tells him, he 1s playing the rogue whillt | 
making his bargain, becauſe he very wel] Ga 
he would think and call that man a cheat aun a 


villain, that ſhould act by him as he has done Vs 


another. 


T1 di to every man, as we experF or defire /* 
fhudd do to us, is the firſt fundamental Jaw © 
Dat 
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natural juſtice; and at the ſame time fo ſhort 
and fo plain, that any man of the meaneſt un- 


derſtanding may comprehend and reduce it to prac- 


tice, If either of you ſhould be impoſed upon, 
and cheated in any article of your dealings, how 
natural is it for you to expreſs your reſentments 
of his villainy and your own ſuffering, in the moſt 
warm and paſſionate language, and wiſh you had 
it in your power to demand ſuch ſatisfaction from 
him as the law will not give you? There are 
numberleſs inſtances of flagrant injuſtice, againſt 

which the laws of the land have not, and per- 
haps cannot make a proper proviſion, from 
whence therefore you can expect no redreſs; 
which are yet as criminal in the ſizht of God, as 
thoſe open and notorious crimes which bring little 
jcoundrels to ſhame and the gallows ; and which, 
though they may eſcape unpuniſhed in this life, 
will infallibly meet with their due reward in the 
next. Now, put the caſe, you could ſecurely cheat 
and wrong your neighbour, without any fear of 
diſcovery and puniſhment in this world, yet con- 
ſider (I beſeech you) what a ſooliſh barzain you 
are making, and what will be the certain conſe- 
quences of your knavery in the next world; and 
very probably in this, your own heart will 
condemn you; your confciencgs, if not quite 
'tupihed, and, in the language of the apo- 
itle, ſear ad with .a het iron, will be perpetually 
upbraiding you with. the injuſtice you have 
committed; you wi“ be under conſtant appre- 
henſions of ſhame and puniſhment, in ſome 
ſhape or other, or being cheated by ſome cun- 
iger villain than yourſelves, as a juſt puniſh- 
ment of your injuſtice to others. 

But ſuppoſe you could fo ettectually ſecure that 
ant as to be under no apprchenſions of diſco- 
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very or puniſhment, yet you can never hope cr 
expect that your unjuſt gains will ever proſper 
with you or your families. Wow often do yuy 
read in ſcripture the judgments denounced agai::| 
unrighteous dealings, againſt falſe weights, and ba- 


lances, and every inſtance of injuſtice to your | 


neighbour ? Hear how emphatically holy 770 
repreſents the portion of oppreſſors, even in this 
life, ch. xx. v. 12. Though wickedneſs, (i. e. bis 
wicked and unjuſt gains, the rewards of his wic- 
kedneſs) be ſweet in his mouth, though he hide it 
under his tongue, though he fpare it, and forſate it 
not, but keep it flill within his mouth, yet his moat 
in his bowels is turned, it is the gall of aſps 10! in 
hin : he hath fwallowed doton riches, and he {all 
vinut them up again : God fhall caſt them out of vis 


belly. That which he laboured for ſhall he reſtore, 


and ſhall not ſwallow it down : according to his ſul- 


ſlance ſball the ręſtitution be, and he ſball noi re- 
joice therein. Becauſe he hath oppreſſed and for ſucs 
the poor, becauſe he hath violently taken away n 
houſe which he builded not, ſurely he ſhall nat f 
quietnefs in his belly, be fhall nat fave of that 1c 
he deſired. In the fullneſs of his ſufficiency he Jia! 
be in flraits, every hand of the wicked ſball ce 
upon him, I hen be is about to fill his belly, G 
ſhall caſt the fury of his wrath upon him, and ful 
rain it upon him while he is eating. All dari: 
ſhall be hid in bis ſecret places, a fire not 6:4 
ſhall conſume bim; it fhall go ill with him that ig 
left in his tabernacle. The heaven ſhall revedi fi- 


iniquity, and the earth fhall riſe up againſt him. 


The increaſe of his houſe ſhall depart : and his gd 
fhall flew away in the day of his wrath, This 1; ai 
portion of a wicked man from God, and the herii;;: 
appointed to him by God, Let no man therefore 2 


* 
1 


beyond to defraud his brother in any matter, f. '* 
1 
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Lord is the avenger of all ſuch, 1 Theſſ. iv. 6. How 
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dreadful an entail is this, which unjuſt and un- 


igbteous parents leave upon their families, whilſt 
they ſtick at nothing to make them great and rich 


in this world. The curſe of God will reſt upon 


the unrighteous poſſeſſion, and however they 
may ſcem to proſper in this world, will infall:bly 
overtake them in the next. It was the obſervation 
of a wiſe heathen, That an ll-gotten eftate ſeldom 
t-/conded to the third generation; and a very flen- 
der acquaintance with the hiſtory of families, will 
furniſh us with abundant inſtances to confirm it, 
A ſerious conſideration of this article ſhould awa- 
ken in every ſerious mind, a ſpirit of prayer and 
ſupplication to God, for grace to keep and pre- 
ſerve him from the ſins that do ſo eaſily beſet him 
in the commerce and traffic of the world. 
ſhould beg of God ſo to enlighten his mind, that 
he may ſee the vanity and emptineſs of worldly 


riches, and the madneſs and folly of coveteouſ- 


nels, ſo as never to be ſeduced to fraud or in- 
jultice, to increaſe or preſerve his eſtate ; that he 
may never be tempted to purchaſe the treaſures of 
this world with the loſs of a good conſcience, 
knowing that it will profit a man nothing, if he 
gain the whole world and laſe his own foul. He ſhould: 
inceſſantly beg of God, to give him grace to he 
true and juſt in all his dealings, that he may al- 
ways keep rnngcency, and take heed heed to the thing 
tat 1s right, for that only can give a man peace at 
the lat; always remembering, that better is a little 
that the righteous bath, than great riches of the un— 


godly. 
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CHAP. X. 
The Rent-Day. 


HIS one article is of more concern that lj 
the reſt, being the great end for which 21! 
the reſt are deſigned. On this day you are 16 
render an account to your reſpective landlords of 


the labours and profits of the whole year, in propor- 


tion to the value of the ſeveral eſtates you hoj. of 


them. A due attention to this article, and the 


good or bad uſe you make of it, is what diſtin- 


guiſhes a good tenant from a bad one, and ſhows 


the difference betwixt æ wiſe man and a fool; be- 
cauſe, on this alone depends the favour of your 
landlords, the enjoyment of your farms, and al 
your reaſonable hopes of proſperity for yourſelves 


and families. An inconſiderate ſtupid fellow con- 
fiders himſelf only as the occupier of ſo much 
land, out of which he can raiſe a certain yeai!y 


profit, which he ſpends as faſt as it comes u, 
without making any proviſion to ſatisfy his land- 
lord: and when the rent-day comes, think wit 
an abſurd ridiculous hgure he muſt make. Could 
he be fool enough to own, that indeed he was 2 


tenant, but as he had taken a great deal of pins 


oht he had a 


to improve the eſtate, ſo he thoug 


right to ſpend it at he thought fit; that he had 


jpent it very merrily, and had made a very goed 
figure among his neighbours, but that he ha 


really no money for him ; but that he muſt have 


patience, *'till he could find out ways and means 


to procure it. What could ſuch a blockhead ca- 


ſonably expect from the moſt patient landlord, but 
to be turned out of his farm, perhaps to be con- 
ned to a jail for his life, and his poor family ſent 
to work or beg their bread ? 8 

| | The 


. "7. v 
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The honeſt tenant conſiders, that he is not the 
proprietor of the lands he occupies, but that he 
depends upon the favour of his landlord, and a 
due execution of the ſeveral articles of his leaſe : 
his tenure he knows is precarious, and therefore 
takes care ſo to proportion his expences, that he 
may lay by enough to ſatisfy the legal demands of 
his landlord, to ſecure his favour and the enjoy- 
ment of his farm, Does not every one of you ſee the 
difference of theſe characters? Can you, in your 
own ſober reflections, acquit the one of injuſtice 
and ſtupidity? and do you not approve and ap- 
plaud the provident care and juſtice of the latter ? 
You muſt, you cannot do otherwiſe, 

Now then let us ſee the religious uſe, the ſpiri- 
tua] improvement you ought to make of this im- 
portant article. The Rent- Day, or day of accounts 
with your landlords, naturally ſuggeſts to a ſerious 
and religious mind, the great and ſolemn day of 
account that we muſt all give to the ſupreme 
Lord of heaven and earth, and to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who is King of Kings and Lord of Lords, 
at his appearance to judge the world in righteouſ- 
neſs ; for he will come in his own and in his Fa- 
ther's glory, to render to every man according to 
his works, All the inhabitants of the earth, high 
and low, princes and peaſants, rich and poor, are 
a equally tenants to tne ſupreme Lord? no man 
is the proprietor of what he poſeſſes, nor has he 
ſo much as a leaſe for any term of years; he is at 
beſt but a tenant at will, liable to be turned out 
at a moment's warning, and obliged to come to a 


ſtrict account as ſoon as he quits it, and to have 


his everlaſting ſtate determined by the good or 
evil uſe he has made of it. his conſider- 
ation ought to affect the landlord as well as the 


tenant, the prince as well as the vaſſal, and to 


ſpeak 
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ſpeak a plain and ſerious truth, much more; for 


the more a man has had committed to his charge, 
the greater is his obligation, and the ſeverer will he 


the account he has to give. It is our Lord's rule, 
founded on the trueſt equity and nature of thinvs, 
that to whomſrever much is given, of him will mc! 
be required; and to whim men have given much, 
him they will aſe the more, Luke xii. 48, The 
careleſs inconſiderate chriſtian therefore, of what- 
ever rank or condition he be, who ſpends his time 
and ſubſtance in pride and pleaſure, in riot a": 
intemperance, and takes no care to be rich in 
good works, and make a proper preparation ior 
eternity, 1s ten times a more abſurd unaccount- 
able creature than the careleſs improvident te- 
nant: the latter may poſſibly prevail upon the 
landlord's good- nature, to wait for his arrears vi 


rent, or forgive him the whole debt; he may try 


his fortune in ſome other farm with better ſucces, 
or by ſome lucky contingency in life may recovcr 


his former loſſes, and perhaps be richer than ever 


he was, or ever expected to be. All this, I ſay, 
may happen to a careleſs negligent tenant; but: 
the careleſs impenitent chriſtian, has not ſo much 


as the ſhadow of this hope to excuſe his folly, or 


ſupport his misfortunes. So ſoon as he turns out 
of this earthly tenement, the ſcene is cloſed upon 


upon him for ever; he is cut off from the land of 


the living, uncapable of a ſecond experiment, but 
is directly confined to a ſtate of miſery and deſpair. 
Our bleiled Lord has ſhewn in a beautiful light 
the equity of this proceeding, under the parable 
of a ſteward to an abſent lord; which is juſt the 
ſame caſe with this before us. Luke xii. 42. The Lan 
faid, who is that faithful and wiſe ſteward, abn. 
his lord ſhall make ruler over his houfhald, to gi? 
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that ſervant whim his lord when he c _— all Fr 2d - 


/r dhing. 07 a truth I ſay unto you, he 25 make 
him ruler of all that he hath. But and if that ſer- 


vant ſay in his heart, my lord delayeth his comin, 


and /hall begin to beat the men ſervants, and the nel | 


{rVvants, and 4% eat and drink and tg be drunken : 
the lord of that ſervant will come in a _ when be 
length not for him, and at an hour that he is nat 
aware, and ſhall cut him aſunder, and oppoint him 
15 Portion with the unbelicvers. The cafe is the 

: ſame with the careleſs inconſiderate chriſtian ; 
the :y both know, if they would but allow them- 
ſcives to think ſeriouſly about it, that they 
are both one time or other to be called upon 
for an account, though the particular time be 
abſolutely unknown; that their happineſs or 
mitery muſt depend on the righteous or unrighte- 
ous fate of their accounts; that therefore, in com- 
mon prudence,. as well as juſtice, they ought to 
take care that they be juſt and fair, and fit to bear 
a ſtrict examination whenever they are called for: 
to neglect this, to live at random, to leave the 
moſt important intereſts of eternity to chance, 
one would think were the height of folly. But 
alas! I grieve to ſay it) there are to be found 
amongſt us, more extravagant madmen than theſe; 
men, "who by the peculiar favour of heaven, ſeem 
to want no manner of earthly bleſſings, live in 
the higheſt afluence and plenty, and therefore 
under the higheſt obligations of gratitude and du- 
ty to their heavenly benefactor; who yet take 
pains to abuſe the bleſſings they enjoy, and dif- 
honour and affront the God that b:{tows them; 
who inſtead of uting their plenty to his honour and 
the reliet and comfort of their poor newhbuurs, 
ſpend it in tot and intemperance, ard ſacrifice 


| tur ſtrength, their time, tact fortunes, their 


G bodies 
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bodies and ſouls to Juſt and ſenſuality ; and not on 
ſo, but by their vicious lives and ſcandalous cx- 
amples, do what in them lies to corrupt their de- 
pendants and inferiors, and harden them in prim. 
ciples of impiety and infidelity. Great is the in- 
fluence of example, efpecially of ſuperiors, up en 
thoſe below them: people in low lite take a pride 


in imitating their betters, and are naturally tempt- 
cd to think, that if thole whom they are taught 


to believe wiſer and better than themſelves, live 
in open dehance of God, and contempt of all reli- 
gion, they muſt know more of the matter than 
they poor uneducated creatures can do; and 
therefore are induced to believe, that all the grave 
ſerious leſſons they have been formerly taught con- 
cerning God and religion, heaven and hell, are 
all a jeſt; that they are under no manner of Ob- 
ligation to perform thoſe acts of piety and dei - 
tion, which they ſee univerſally neglected by tho 
who are or ought to be, witer and better than 
themſelves. . | 
] with I could prevail upon theſe very wit 
entlemen to conſider ſeriouſly, how they would be 
pleaſed with their tenants and ſervants if they ſhould 
all agree to treat them with the ſame contempt 
that they do their God, if they ſhould all revive 
together to diſpute their titles to their eſtates, to 
dety their authority, and oppoſe or neglect all 
their commands. Should they plainly tell them, 
they deſpiſe them, and will pay them neither rcnt 
nor ſervice, think how the proud ſpirit of a poor 
little finner would ſwell under ſuch a provocatios, 
who yet dares to treat his God in the very {ame 


manner: would he not, think you, immediatcly 


| diicard ſuch tenants and ſuch ſervants. and exc- 


cute the ſeverity of the law upon them ?. And yet 


{o itupid are theſe poor creatures, ſo infatuated 
with 
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| pride and vanity, as to think that the great Lord of 


heaven and earth, in whoſe fight all the inhabitants 
t the earth, are but as the drops of a bucket, or the 


| 1 of a 3 will overlock the impiety of this 
| profane generation, and never enter into judgment 


with them for it. But let them not deceive them. 


| ſelves, God will not be mocked. They may laugh 
aud be merry as they pleaſe, yet God is in earn- 
| cit : they may ſlecp on in their ſins, but the ju- 
| {tice of God fleepeth not, but will infallibly ver- 


take them one time or other. A righteous and 


| dreadful day of account is coming, "and draws 
on apace ; when he only ſhall be approved 
| and rewarded who has, with an honeſt and 
| 200] heart, laboured diligently and faithfully in 
| the ſtation which his heavenly Father hath allotted 
him, and ſtudied in all things to keep a conſcience 
void of offence towards God and towards man. 


When therefore the tenant is paying and the 


/andiord receiving his rent, it ſhould naturally 
ſuggeſt to them both, the ſerious confideration of 
| the laſt great account they have both to make of the 

| ſeveral talents committed to their charge. T he te- 

| nant muſt remember that he has an account to 

make up with his God as well as with his land- 
bord; and the Jandlord, how great ſozver he be, 
that he has a landlord and maſter in heaven to whom 
a muſt beaccountable,and according to whoſe righ- 
| trous judgment, he muſt expectto be happy or mi- 
| ferable to all are How can any man in his 
ſentes reflect on this tremendous day of account, 
| without daily and reſolute preparation for it? 
[How ought this to be uppermoſt in all our 
thoughts, and have its juſt wei 
of life? How ouzht we to pray without ceaſing, 


ight in all the affairs 


that God world teach us ſo 19 number aur days, that 


| we may apply our hearts unte wiſdom, and at the 


Co 2 laſt 
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laſt great 45 be able o give up our accounts d 


je, and be juſtified and glorificd in the big it ot 


men and angels. 
CHAP XX 
Keeping the Lord's Doy. 
H AVING gone through the ſeveral articles, 


nd different labours of your employment, 
what remains but briefly to conſider the duties 
the Sabbath which God has mercifully appoint. 
not only as a day of reſt from your weekly!“ 
bours, but as a type and ſymbol of that blog x 


falbatiſm er day of reſt, which he has promiſed 20 
all his faithful ſervants, when they ſhall reſt from 


all their labours, Zeb. iv. 9. Though the de— 
ſignation of one particular day (as the Teventh vr 
the firſt) ſcems to be poſitive, yet the ſetting apart 
ſome portion of time for publick as well as private 


devotion, ſeems to be of moral Obligation, an:! a 


part of natural religion, and was doubtleſs as an- 
cient as the creation itfelf. The reaſon given for 
the appointment of the ſeventh day in the fourth 
commandment, concluded as ſtrongly, and (it 
poſhble) more ſtrongly then, than it does noh; 
and that it was accordingly obſerved from the |» 

ginning, is more than probable, not only from the 
nature of the thing and the reaſon on which it was 
enjoined, but from the teſtimony of ſcriptule, 
parricularly Exod. xvi. 23. 7% morrow is the wit 
ef the holy jabbath to the Lord, and this before ne 


giving of the Jaw in which the ſeventh day was ap- 


| Pointed to be kept holy. This holy day, there- 


fore, is properly and peculiarly The Lord's Dau, 
and ſhould be appropriated to his ſervice, by al! 


the exerciſes of public and private devotion. 
By 
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| By the neceſſary labours of your employment on 
| the other fix days, your time and thoughts are too 
much engaged in worldly affairs, to be able to 
| ſpend much of it in reading, or more cloſe think- 
ing: but on this day you are happily relieved from 
them all, that you may be at leiſure to attend the 
| ſervice of God, and the important intereſt of 
eternity. On this day, therefore, you are particu- 
larly called upon to attend the public worſhip of 
| God in the church, and to bring as many of your 
| family along with you as can be ipared from the ne- 
ceflary labours of the houſe, to be early in your 
attendance, that you may be preſent at the begin- 
| ning of the ſervice, and join with the congrega- 
ion in every part of it; for our liturgy 1s a regu- 
| lar and contiftent form of devotion, every part t of 
mers has a juſt coherence and connection with 
the reſt, and all together make one of the nobleſt 
omces of divine woithip that ever was uſed in the 
chriſtian church. Every fincere chriſtian, there- 
tore, Who attends thoſe religious aſſemblies on 
chetous principles, mutt confeſs, that the ne- 
zlecting or omitting any part of the ſervice, does 
in a certain degree weaken or defeat the deſign 

and attention of the whole, and leſſen or deſtro 
he benefits and advantages we might reaſonably 

expect to receive from it. 

| ſpeak this to thoſe few ſincere chriſtians, who 
come to church upon chriſtian principles to join 
with the congregation in a devout confeſſion of 
ir manifold fins and offences againft (30d, and 
[to receive the benefit and comfort of abſolution, 
ich God, by the mouth of his miniſter, doth 

k are and pronounce to all them that truly repent, 
ant unfeignedly believe his holy Goſpel: to hear or 
read with devout attention the plalms and leſſons 
elected for our admonitionand inſtruction; to join 
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we ſtand in need of, and thankſgivings for thote 
we enjoy. Such as theſe will think themſelves ob- 
liged to be preſent at the beginning of the ſervice, 
and to join in every part with ſuch decency, hu- 
mility and devotion, as a ſinful indigent creature 
ought to pay to the beſt and greateſt of beings, 
from whom every good and every perfect it 
cometh, on whoſe favour alone all our hopes of 
happineſs depend, both in this life and that 
which 1s to come. | 

But as for thoſe who come out of faſhion, cu— 
ſtom, or curioſity, you fee them dropping carcleſſy 
in, in the midſt of the ſervice, without any appear- 
ance of devotion to Gd, or reverence tor his 
ſervice; they clap themſelves down on a ſcut, 
without any regard to the decent poſtures of 
ſtanding or kneeling in the different parts of the 
ſervice, and divert themſelves with ſtaring and ga- 


ping about, or pehaps falling faſt aſleep. If cha- 


rity itſelf can piead nothing in excuſe for ſuch be- 
haviour, if they can plead nothing to _ or 


= excuſe themſelves; how much more inexcuſab 


muſt they be, who ſeldom or never come at ry 
who make no other diſtinction betwixt the Lord“ 
Day, and the other days of the week, than th! 
olf being more at leiſure to be wicked on that v4; 
than any other. Charity may perhaps ſuggeſt ſon 


fort of apology for the lower part of mankind, w!: 5 


may have never been taught to know their iy 
in this point; or if they have, yet may have been 
teduced, by the wicked examples of their fun. 
ors, to neglect and defert it. Poor ignoran 4. 
bourers, who are by their ſituation of lite exclud. 
ed, in a good degree, from all thoſe pleatures 
and diverſions for which they have as keen ai ap- 
petite as their betters, will be greatly delighted 


1 
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he told by the *ſquire, or any other great man in the- 
pariſh, that all this ſunday devotion is a mere farce,. 
intended merely for the benefit of the parſon ; that the 
original intention was no more than that it ſhould 
be a day of reſt and.pleaſure for man and beaſt 
for neither the one nor the other can work always, 
they muſt lye by and reſt ſometimes, and this 
day has, by common conſent, been ſet apart for 
this uſe; which they have a right therefore, to 
ſpend in what place and in what manner the 

pleaſe; they that have a mind to go to church, 
may; and they that had rather ſtay at home and 
drink, or play, or ſlecp, or walk in the fields, or 
any other bufineſs or diverſion they ſhall like bet- 
ter, are at liberty to pleaſe themſelves. Now 
when the ignorant and the filly are thus inſtruct- 
ed, and at the ſame time fee their ſuperiors ta- 
king the ſame liberties they prefcribe, it is no hard 


matter, to conceive that men of ſmall underſtand- 
ings and ſlender virtue, may be eafily ſeduced from 


their duty; to whom, therefore, we charitably 
hope ſome merciful allowances may be made: 
but for thoſe who by their wicked Perſuaſions 
and examples ſeduce the ignorant and filly from 
their duty, not even the leatt ſhadow of an excuſe 
can be pleaded by common ſenſe, or common 
charity. | | 
To attempt to reduce theſe gentlemen to a ſe- 
rious ſenſe of duty, by the molt ſober and candid 
uſe of reaſon, is as vain as ſinging to the deaf, or 
preaching to the dead; as the diſorder hes intire- 
y in the corruption of their hearts; none but he 
that made and tearches their hearts, is able to rec- 
tily and cure them. But my addreſs is to you, 
my brethren, who have not yet been miſled by 
the perſuaſions or examples of theſe ſeducers, that 


you may not be miiled by vain words or vict- 
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ous examples to your own deſtruction. If thei: 
men profeſs themielves to be chriſtians, and to be- 
lie ve the ſcriptures, they cannot want clear and 
ſtrong evidences of their duty in this article, 


The obſervation of the ſabbath is enjoined as an 


indiſpenſable duty through the whole law and the 
prophets, and the violation of it as an heinous act 
of diſobedience and rebellion againſt God; and the 
ſevere puniſhments denounced againſt it, If any 
be ſo weak or fo wicked as to declare he does not 


ſee it, he thereby plainly confeſſes he does not read 


them: if he ſays he knows it, he thereby confefl- 
es he does not believe them: but if he ſays he be- 
lieves them, and yet a&s in defiance of their plain- 


eſt directions, he then may be truly ſaid to add 


mockery to diſobedince, and impudence to re— 
bellion. 

But they will ſay, perhaps, that they + re- 
velation of every ſort and kind, and acknowled.!: 
no law but that of «ture or pure deiſin, in ck 
they can find no precept for diſtinction of days, or 

referring one day before another. Not to enter 
into the reaſon ot the thing, in which it is ſtrong- 
ly implied, I would afk them, if they ever hear 
or read of any civilized nation in the gent!'e 


world, in which particular ſtated times for religi- 


ous worſhip were not only not obſerved, but al 
not enjoined by the laws of their country, which 


wholoever neglected or profaned, was looked upon 
as a wicked and irreligious perſon? Till ſuch an 


inſtance can be produced, it may reaſonably be 
preſumed, that ſuch a particular deſignation w:5 
conſidered, in the nature of things, as a neccti:- 
ry circumſtance of religious worthip. Not 7 
mention that one of the principles of deiſm (it | 

underſtand it right) is an external compliance 


(whicther as a point of honour, decency, 3 or 
CO icli 
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,,rvenience, I cannot determine) with the religion 
05 CA country where they happen to reſide, whe- 

ner London, Geneva, Rome or Conſtantinople; in 
Ty which view, a nonconforming deiſt muſt, upon his 
n principles, appear culpable even to himlclt. 
God give them all repentance to the acknowledg- 

ment of the truth and amendment of their lives, 

chat their ſouls may be ſaved in the day of the 
Ld Jeſus, 

To you, I hope I need not add more to con- 
vince you of your duty in this article; your regu- 
jar and orderly attendance, every Lord's Day, at 
leaſt, is to me a comfortable aſſurance that you 
are actuated by a principle of true religion. This 
is indeed, the principal duty of the day; but there 
is another article of religious ſincerity, which 
ſeems particularly to demand your attention on 

this holy day of reſt from your ordinary labours, 
and that is, the ſetting apart ſome ſmall portion 
of the day to enter into a ſtrict examination of the 
true ftate of your ſouls, in the ſeveral branches 
of your duty to God and your neighbour, to exa- 
mine yourſelves by the rule of God's command= 
ments, whether you have done your duty, and in 
all things endeavoured to keep a conſcience vid of 
Hence towards God and towards man: and if upon 
due examination your conſciences do not condemn 
vou, then you may have a reaſonable and well 
grounded confidence towards God; but if you 
ſnd yourſelves guilty of any unrepented Violations 
of your duty to God or your neighbour, that 
_ (in the language of the communion-office} 
v4 jbould bewail your own ſinjulreſs, and to con fel 
— ſelves to almighty God, with full pup ſe of a- 
mendment of life, and to mate ſuch retutution and 
. action to your neighbours, for any injuries or 
wrongs dane to them, as you yourſelves would in like 
crreumprances 
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carcumſtances expect from them, Without this u, 

rizhtneis of heart and tenderneſs of conſcience, 1 
your external ſervices of religion are an aboni- 
nation to God, and will only help to increaſe Poe 
damnation. You may perhaps fay, that you d 
this conſtantly befure you receive the holy com- 
munion. I hope vou do: but if your heaits tell 
you, that you do not. conſtantly receive it, it 
will appear that there muſt be a criminal neglect 
of both. Were this a regular part of every Sun. 
day's duty, and ſincerely and devoutly performed, 
as it ought to be, you would find an unſpea kalle 
advantage and ſatisfaction from it, as thoſe ti: 
have experienced it can teſtify, But after all, 
this is but a low degree of chriſtian perfection, 
though I fear a very uncommon one, and there is 
ſomethi ing more required to evince the reality and 
ſincerity of true religion. 


True chriſtianity is a ſpiritual life : a liſe that is 


hid with Chriſt in God, Col. iii. 3. The reality 


ard power of which can only be known (as every 
other kind of life muſt be) by its ſenſibility and its 
operations, Every kind of life naturally dc{tres 
and attracts whatever is neceſſary for its preier\ 2- 
tion, and avoids whatever may tend to hurt or 
deſtroy it; and the higher and more noble eu 
kind of lite is, the more active and vigorous ac 
its deſires, perceptions, and operations, and the 
more tender and delicate its ſenſibility. If men, 
therefore, be true chriſtians, if the divine life be 
active and vigorous in them, they could not fal 
but hunger and thirſt after that rizhteouſnets of 
God, which alone can nouriſh and ſupport : 
they would gladly embrace every opportunity of 
exerting that lite by acts of duty and obedicnce 


| towards God, and of mercy and charity towards 
men; and at the ſame time have a religious 850 
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and averſion to every thing that may be deſtruc- 
tive to themſelves, by being diſpleaſing to God, 
vr injurious to men. And if tuch a perſon ſhould, 

through the violence of a temptation, and the 
treachery of his own hearr, be betrayed into any 
criminal action, it would, upon the firſt recollec- 
tion, appear to his cool reflection fo dreadful in its 
nature and conſequence, that he could have no 
reſt in his ſoul, *till by ſincere humble repentance 
and true contrition, he had endeavoured to make 
his peace with God: he could no more be caſy 
under ſuch remorle of conſcience, than he could 
with a nail ſticking in his fleſh, or a thorn in his 
eye; no more lye down to lep with any unre- 
pented guilt upon him, than he would if the houſe 


 viere on fire about his ears, Or he were ſure to be 


murdered before morning. The life of ſuch a 


man would be truly and properly a ſpiritual ife, 
and would prevent all that confuſion and embar- 


rallment that muſt attend an undiſciplined life, an 


intermitting piety, a partial obedience. 


This religious ſtate of mind, this habit of de- 
votion ariling from a tenderneſs and uprightneſs 


of heart, and a ſenſibility of God's continual pre- 


ſence with us, and protection over us, is the very 
ciience and perfection of religion - this is that 
ualking with God, which raiſed Enoch to a ftate of 
corruption; he lived under a continual and po- 
werful ſenſe of the divine preſence, under a ſtrong 
conviction and vital experience, that in God he 
ved, and moved, and had his being, that he 
Was the giver of all good gifts; and the author 
of all the bleſſings he enjoyed; that in himſelf he 


was nothing, and could do nothing, but that all 


"15 fufficiency was of God, 2 Cor. iu. ws that It was 
werefore his whole _— and happineſs to Walk 
beſore 
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before him with an humble, loving, and obe- 
dient heart, to avoid every appearance of evil, 
and to labour'z all things to keep a conſcience wid 
of offence towards God, and towards man, Acts xxiv. 
16. In his proſperity, to look up to him as the 
ſole author of all his bleflings : in his adverhty, 
as his only protector and deliverer, and in all the 
changes and chances of this mortal life, never to 
let go his faith and dependence on him. This 
was Hnoch's walking with God, and therefore (Cc 
took him, Gen. v. 24. took him out of this worde 
to himſelf, and he was not any more ſeen up. 
earth, nor were any remains of him inteircd 
among the graves of his anceſtors : he did not 
depart .as others do, by a ſeparation of his foul 
from his body; but he was taken up alive in 
intire perſon, to be happy with God in his hea- 
venly kingdom: this God was graciouſly plcat 
to do, to give that wicked and unbelieving gene- 


| : , S Ss! 
ration a ſenſible and lively teſtimony of another 


life, and the generations to come a type of 7 


living ſaints, being caught up with Chrift at the bf 
day, ts be with him for ever, 1 Theſſ. iv. 17, 

Ihe ſame leſſon of perfection was given by 
God to Abraham, the father of the faithful. Ii al 
before me, and be thou perfet; and is directe 

through him to all his faithful children, who arc 
partakers of the ſame hope, and heirs of the ſime 
promiſes, which therefore requires a particuzi 
conſideration. In a general ſenſe, all men and 
all creatures walk before God, becauſe no— 
thing can be hid from the immenſity of his pre- 


ſence, and in him, and by him all things ſubiii! : 


but we are not truly ſaid to be preſent with H 
but when we think on him, and attend to 
preſence: neither is the bare thought and atten— 
tion ſufficient, unleſs it be animated with d-v0- 
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tion, reſignation and love. Philoſophers, wicked 
men, and evil ſpirits wwal# before God, and even 
think upon him, and reafon about him, but are 
ſpiritually tar from him, receive no benefit nor 
comfort from his preſence, The one diſputes 
about his nature, attributes and government, 
the others contradict,, and the others blaſ- 
pheme : but this is not that preſence of God, 
that can give us any comfort, or lead us to per- 
fection; for, as I ſaid before, we then only can 
be ſaid to walk before him in a proper and agree- 
able manner, when we walk with a loving atten- 
tion to his will, a delight in his ſervice, and an 
intire truſt and confidence in his mercy and pro- 
vidence, like that of a dutiful and affectionate 
child in the preſence of an indulgent father, whom 
he regards with an inexpreſſible tenderneſs, takes 
a delight in converſing with him, hearkening to 
his counſels, receiving his commands, which he 
executes with fidelity, alacrity, and joy: ſuch alfo 
is the preſence of faithful and atiectionate lovers 
and friends, whoſe hearts and intereſts are united 
by an intire affection ; they need no monitors to 
direct their converſation, no rules or mealures to 
be preſcribed for the regulation and exerciſe of 
their Jove ; but in general, they find an inexpreſ- 
ſible pleaſure in being together, and an inſup- 
portable anguiſh in ſeparation. 


I ſhall illuſtrate this by a familiar inſtance, of 
which common ſenſe and experience ſhall be judges, 
Suppoſe any of you was confii.cd as a priſoner 
under the cuſtody of an indulgent keeper, who 
!huld lay you under no other than legal re- 
ltraints, only confining you from tlie ſight ard 
converſation of your beloved friends: he would 
lumetimes ſuffer you to take the freſh air; but 
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always in his company, and under his eye: he 


might endeavour to amuſe you, and divert your 
melancholy, by ſheu ing you ſome of the bcay- 
ties or cutioſities of the country, or telling you 
ſome diverting or entertaining itory : tnink what 
confidence, what affection, what enjoyment cou] 
either of you taſte in ſuch a converlation; wht 
jealouſy and diſtruſt muſt he always have tow ad- 
you, and with what ſecret anxiety and averii1 
would you look upon him; how often would zu 
be forced to hold an inſipid difagreeable converſy- 
tion with him, whilſt your heart was full, aud 
your eyes overflowing with tenderneſs for yur 
abſent friends. You would gladly make you 
eſcape, but know it is 1mpollible ; he watches 
ou with a jealous eye, and never ſuffers you t 
+ out of his fight, till he has brought you back 
again to your cell; there he locks you up with 
as much caution as he would his moſt valuable 
treaſure : and, in the midit of all this, theuah 
you ſhould want none of the neceſlary refteſh- 
ments of life, yet would your condition be al. 
molt as bad as death itſelf, And whence dues 
this procced, but from the want of that nuitua 
love and tender affection, which is the life of f- 
ciety, the ſoul of friendſhip ? Where there 1s nv 
love, there can be no enjoyment ; filenc{hip 
without it is an empty name; good breeding 11d 
complaiſance are but polite hypocriſy, that dite 
as widely from the ſentiments of a warm and at 
fectionate heart, as a ſhadow from the ſubſtance, 
as light from darkneſs : we ſay what we de not 
think, we profeis to love what we inward! fe- 
ſpiſe or hate; we ſubmit and ſerve as {laves, only 
becauſe we cannot help it. Such is the itace of 
all wicked men with God! 
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Though they cannot be hid from his preſence, 
nor in any degree conceal themſelves from him, 
for he is about their path, and abit their bet, and 
pieth out all their ways, Pial. cxxxix. 2. There 
ns tarknef nor ſhadow of death, where the 1091-4ory 
of iniquity can hide themiſeiv. * Job xxxv. 22. yet 
they can have no joy nor comfort in his preſence : 
they ſecretly wiſh there were none at all, and in 
their ſanguine fits of infidelity, endeavour to per- 
ſuade one another, that there really is none; yet 
when they come to be ſober, they find ail nat 
ves them the lie, and forces upon them irrefiſti- 
ble proofs to the contrary : and as this conviction 
is forced upon them, in ſpite of all their ſreret 
wiſnes to eſcape it: they regard him no other- | 
wiſe than as a malicious ſy. upon their actions, 
who checks their warmeſt inchnations 2nd apps 
tites for pleaſure, and daſhes all their i” 
enjoyments with gall and wormwood : they Would 
be glad to fly from Him; but ail in vain. He is 
every where preſent to them; ; and by the voice of 


nature and conſcience proclaims with the voice of 


thunder, that he is the maker and governor of 
the world, and will at laſt bring them into judg- 
ment, ni render to every man according to his 
works, Under this perplexity of mind, the only 
refuge they have 1s to labour to ſorget 8 aid 
ſhut the diſagreeable remembrance. out of their 


thoughts: and this is vainly attempted by noiſe 


and ſaughter, by madneſs and folly ; they endea- 


our to drown their fears in wine, ind: Ike Saul, 
0 allay the evil ſpirit with muſic, or to deface 
the remembrance of old fins, by the commiſſion 
of new ones. Vain attempt! Some little relief 
may poſhbly be found this way, by people of 
aft health, high ſpirits, and an eaty forture, 
ho can comma: ad and enjoy thoſe deluſive amuſe- 
ments; but, alas! hep will find that theſe wretch- 
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ed frolics, like the habit of drinking drams, 
though they ſeem to cheer and elevate the (pi: its 
for the preſent, do, in the end, more effectua!!y 
ane fatally depreſs them: in ſpite of all their en- 
de dure, the tormentor will return, conſcience 
wi}! be heard, and revenge the repeated aftronts 
to its unpa! ad authority, with louder cries, and 


more afflicting anguiſh ; in ſhort, it will be in 


vain to expect che eject will ceaſe till the caule is 
removed; in vain will chey ſpeak peace to them- 
ſelves, or hw to procure it by amuſements and 
pleaſures, til they return into the ways of truch 
and peace, by nncere repentance and amendment 
of life; for tad experience, as well as realy und 
ſcripture, aſlure us, that there is, there can tr 10 
peace to the wicked, Ia, Ivii. buy, And they them— 
ſelves conteſs it openly to the world, by the ridicu- 
lous methods they take to conceal it. The true 


peace, and heart-felt joy, are ſedate and ſerious 


things, not to be taſted but in the cool and 
calm of life, in retirement and recollection, 
which, to the men of pleaſure (as they are failly 
called) are not only inſipid, but infupportable : 
hence you find theſe men never eaſy but in 4 
crowd and a hurry; always upon the ſtretch tor 
new diverſions. and amuſements, like frowaid 
children for new play-things ; any thing to mur— 
der time, and cool reflection, to relieve the in- 
ſupportable burden of ſolitude and fober th::«- 
ing. Whatever, therefore, tends to awaket 1! 
them the dreadful remembrance of God, an the 
terrors of death and judgment, 1s regarded with 
horror and averſion. Books of piety and dens 
tion, places and offices of public worſhip, thy 
ſhun, as things or places infected with the plague; 
the converſation and friendſhip of pious and rc- 
ligious ens they avoid as inſolvent debtors do 


their. 
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their creditors, who are teazing them with de- 


DO 


mands, which they are not able or willing to fa- 


fy, Such is the 9 ice of God to every 
wicked man 


How different is the ſtate and behaviour of the 


true chriſtian and lover of God ! to him the pre- 
ſence of God is a perpetual ſource of happineſs 
and joy, He beholds him in all the different 
ſtates and circumſtances of life as his merciful 


creator and preſerver, his beſt benefactor, his 


trueſt friend, his compaſſionate father: theſe va- 
rious titles and relations, founded on infinite 
goodneſs, wiſdom, and power, awaken in him 
every tender fentiment of gratitude, devotion, and 
love. He knows that the one great and only 
buſineſs he has in this world, is to engage his 
favour and protection, by a dutiful and affec- 
tionate obedience to his will; becauſe all his 
hopes and expectations of happineſs, both here 
and hereafter, depend ſolely upon it; and therefore 
makes it his chief and only concern, amidit all 
the changes and chances of this mortal life. 
When he is alone, retired from the preſence ard 
converſation of mankind, he conſiders himſelf in 
the prefence of the beſt of beings, the father of 
mercies, and God of all compaſſion, to whom he 
pours out the overflowings of a tender and devort 
ſpirit, and receives ſuch returns of inward peace 
and comfort, as the world can neither give nor 
take away. When butinels and company call 
hin from his ſolitude, and engage him in the ne- 
ceſſary affairs of life, he acts regularly, without 
hurry or di! n and in ai} the difterent 
ſcenes of bulinets and converſatioh through which 
he paſſes, takes ſpecial care never to ſacrince the 
umocency of his mind, nor the peace of his con- 

3 icience, 
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fcience, to any worldly intereſt, baſe deſigns, or 
unworthy proſtitution to other mens follies and 
| . vices, If he proſper in the world, and enjoy the 
| comforts and bleflings of life, he ſees and bleſſes 
| the hand of God that beſtows them; he abuts 
not his plenty, by riot and intemperance ; nor 
= exalts himſelf above others, on account of his 
| being richer or greater than they ; but knows, 
| and conſiders wel}, that his fortune, his health, 
his friends, and all that he has or can hope tor, 
| are the ſole giſt of God; and therefore makes a 
14 right uſe of them, and enjoys them with hurn- 
lity, gratitude, and charity. If the world iro n 
; upon him, and ſtorms of adverſity overtake bin; 
if wicked men, or wicked ſpirits aftii&t or opp: 5 
him, here alſo he ſees and acknowledges che 3 
mighty hand of God, who, for wite reafons f 
Tr, ſuffers him to be afflicted for a {ca- | 
ſon, either for the puniſhment of his ſins, or e 
trial of his faith and patience, to purify his , 
and diſpoſe him for ſome greater good, either dt . 
or hereafter. Yea, though he walk through the dul 
ley of the ſhadow of death, yet he fears no ew! ; 
becauſe God is with him, his rod and his ſtaff ccm 
Fort him, Pſal. xxit1. 14. For it is an nfallible le, 
that whatever happens to a reſgned foul in every H- 
ment of hife, whatever craſſes an aſſlictions he ſuſpers, 
either from wicked ſpirits, wicked men, or nat! 
cauſes, they are the ſenſible effects of the will of ©: 
towards him, and of that ſpecial providence, % 
ich the very hairs of our head are all numb: d. i 
#Tatt. x. 30. This is fo univertally true, thai ' +. i; 
cepting our own fins) whatever happens to + 
even by the fins of others, is the maniteſt will ot 
God concerning us. Thus when holy ov 25, 
tor the trial of bis faith and patience, by Gs 
permiſſion, abandoned for a ſcalon, as to his © 
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poral concerns, to the malice of the evil ſpirit, 
who had reduced him to the loweſt degree of po- 
verty and miſery ; the good man overlooked, as 


it were, the malice of the evil ſpirit, and 'the 


barbarity of the plunderers, who had deſtroyed 
his cattle and murdered his ſervants; but fixed 


his whole attention on the providence of God, 


without whoſe permiſſion he knew, that neither 
men nor devils could hurt him: The Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away ; bleſſed be the name of 
the Lord, Job i. 21. So alſo we read, 2 Sam. xvi. 
10. that when Shime: curſed David, and loaded 
him with bitter reproaches, the good king con- 
ſidered not the impudenoe of the reviler, ſuf- 
fered not his ſervants to puniſh him as he de- 


ſerved ; but ſubmitted all to the will of God, 


wno had permitted an outrageous villain thus to 
inſult and abuſe him. So let him curſe (ſays he) 
becauſe the Lord hath ſaid unto him, curſe David: 
who then ſhall ſay wherefore has thou done jo ? 
And our bleſſed Lord himſelf calls his own ſacred 
paſſion, though contrived and executed by the 


extreme wickedneſs of men, 4 cup which his fa- 


ter had given him to drink, The cup (ſays he) 
which my father has given me, ſhall I not drinz it 
John xvitl. 11. 


This happy ftate of mind naturally produces 
en habit of devotion, as ealily acquired as the 
common means of procuring the neceſſaries of 
lite. A devout man, under any ſenſe of guilt or 
I; 1 any preffure or fear of evil, as natu- 

% flies to the throne of grace for relief and 
0. We as a hungry child runs to his parent for 
loud, a tick man to his phyfician tor help, Or a 
ma. in dittrcts implores the aſſiſtance of his friend 
107 tupport or deliverance. I his is truly _— 
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with God, this is the path that leadeth to perfec- 
tion; fuch was the religion of Abel, Enoch, Noah, 
Job, and all the holy men of old, the heroes f 
faith, celebrated by the author to the Hebrew, 
chap. xi. who firmly believed in God, and that he 
was a rewarder of all ſuch as diligently ſeek him. 
To ſuch a man every day is a ſabbath, and every 
place is a temple : fo ſaith the devout Thomas 5 
Kempis, Book II. chap. i. He that knows how 19 
zwale inwardly with God, in abſtrattion from earthly 
| things, will never be at a loſs for times and places 
| of devotion, for in ſpirit he prayeth without 
ceaſing. | 


As therefore your neceſſary occupations keep 
you in a great meaſure from the uſe of ſpirituz] 
books, and conſtant attendance on the public ſer- 
vice of the church, eſpecially on the week days, 
here you are in a peculiar ſituation engaged in 
ſuch labours only as leave your heads and hearts, 


if devoutly and religiouſly diſpoſed, quite at l. 
berty for the nobleſt exerciſes of this inward and 
ſpiritual worſhip. When you are following your c 
plough, your flocks, or your herds, you will find / 
no difficulty in thinking upon God, the author of 
all your blefſfings, and devoting yourſelves to his 
ſervice : when you behold your fields ſmiling with l 
plenty, your flocks and herds increaſing with 2 
proſperity and ſucceſs in ail your Jabours ; v1} L 
cannot help remembring that it is God that ole $ 
the ſeed ſewn, that ſends the former aid the lat— P 
ter rain upon the earth; it is he alone that at N 
plies your flocks and your herds, that mutes »: _ 
£ 


_ oxen flrorg to labour, and ſuffers not your cattie to 
| decreaſe, that gives you health and ſtrength to 
labour, and rejoice in all the works of your 
hands: to him therefore, every article of yo; 
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employment directs your devout attention and 
dutiful obedience. St. Jerome, in one of his 
eniſtles, tells us, that in the country where he 
lived, there was nothing more common than to 


he r the poor illiterate people ſinging divine and 


{-111tual hymns, inftead of idle and wanton ſongs, 
which vitiate and col ru pt the mind: you could not 
20 * the fields, but you would hear the ploughman 
at Vis hallelujahs, the e at his hymns, and the 
vine-drefſer ſinging David's palms; for this is 
really no more than the plain and natural motion 
of a devout and religious heart ; it is not confined 
to particular times, or places, or offices of life; 
it requires no hard ſtudy, or deep learning; it 
depends not on fine parts, or a clear head; but 
the moſt illiterate and ſimple perfon, with a de- 
vout and honeſt heart, and a will reſigned to 
God, is as capable of it as the moſt learned man 
in the world; and indeed much more ſo, as our 
Lord himſelf has teſtified, Mat. xi. 25. I thank 
thee, O Father, Lord of . and earth; becauſe 
thou haſt hid theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, 
and hajt revealed them unto babes; even ſo, Father, 
for fo it ſeemed good in thy fi ht. 


The moſt remarkable 2 of this kind 
that I have met with in modern ſtory, is that of 


2 poor ſervant-maid, in a noble family in France, 


whoſe life was written in French by an eminent 
perſon (I think a biſhop) it has had ſeveral im- 
preſſions, and been tranſlated into moſt of the 
modern languages, under the title of The good 
Armelle. She could neither write nor read; but 
gave this account of herſelf to the perſon who 
wrote her life.* 


* Extracted from part ii. c. 18. of the C:/ogn edition, 1704. this 
enly part of it was tranſlated into Engliſb, by way of ſpecimen. 
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* As ſoon as I wake in the morning (faith m0 

I throw myſelf into the arms of my eaten 
Love, as a child does into the arms of his ia- 
ther, I riſe with a deſign to ſerve and pleaſe 
him; and if J have time to pray, I fall upon 
my knees, in his holy preſence, and ſpcak to 
him, as if I really ſaw him with my bodily 
eyes. I give up myſelf wholly to him, and da- 
fire bim to fulfil all his holy will in me; gd 
that he would not ſuffer me that day to do the 
lealt thing which might be offenſive to him : 
then I recommend to him all the prayers wh... 
ſhall be made that day. In ſhort, J love and 
praiſe him as much and as long as my affairs 
permit, though very often I have harcly fo 
much time as to fay the Lord's- prayer; but J 
do not trouble myſe]ft about that, for I have | 
God always in my heart, as well when I : 
about my buſineſs, which I do in obedience to 
his will, as s when I reure on purpoſe to pray to 
him, 


« T dreſs myſelf in his preſence, and he ſhew- 
eth me thet his love ſupplies me with ray- 
ment: and when J go about my buſineſs, even 
then doth he not foriake me, nor I him; but 
he converſeth with me, and I with him; yea, 

Jam as much united to him, as when I am at 
my prayers. O how ſweetand eaſy is all Jabour 
in ſuch good company ! Sometimes I perceive 
ſuch ſtrength and ſupport in my mind, that 
nothing 1s too hard for me, and I think myſelt 
alone able to manage the affairs of the whole 


family; nothing but the body is at work, the 


heart and my ſelf burn with love, in the feet 
familiarity I entertain with God, : 
| We: | 
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“ J eat and drink in his preſence, as I do 
every thing elſe; and it is as if I dip every bit 
into the precious blood of my Saviour, and as 
if he himſelf gave me food, on purpoſe to 
inflame my love, and to engage it the more 


to himſelf. 


« When I am about my buſineſs in the day- 
time, running up and down, till the body 
begins to be weary, or to repine, or to defire 
unſcaſonable reſt, heing opprefied with anger 
or uneaſineſs; my divine love enlighteneth me 
forthwith, and ſheweth me, how I ought to 
ſuppreſs thoſe Irregular motions of corrupt 
nature, not encouraging them, either by word 
or deed. This love keeps the door of my lips, 
and watches over my heart, that it may not 
in the leaſt contribute to ſuch rebellious paſ- 
ſions, which thus are cruſhed and ſubdued as 
ſoon as they riſe. 


&« But if at any time, for want of Care, I am 
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ſuprized with theſe or the like faults, I cannnot 
be at reſt till I have obtained pardon, and God 
is reconciled to me. I lye proftrate before his 
footſtool confeſſing all my faults to him, as if 
he did not know them already; and there I 
continue til] he has forgiven me, renewed his 


triendthip with ine, and confirmed it niore than 


before; for ſo it always happens, through his 
infinite mercy, whenever I have committed a 
fault, which ſerves but to inflame my heart 
more and more with his divine love: if people 
raiſe ſcandals upon me, or any other way af- 
flict me, or evil ſpirits attack me with cheir 
temptations, and caſt their fie y darts at me, I 

3 cc pre- 


$4 The HusBANDMAN's 


cc 
Ce 
4 
cc 
CC 
cc 
46 
05 
(e 
cc 


preſently run to my heavenly love, who ſtretch 
es forth his arms to receive me, ſhowing hi. 
heart and wounds open for my ſecurity, in 
which I hide myſelf, as in a ftrong caſtle «© 
fortreſs ; and then I am fo mightily ſtrengthen. 
ed, that if the whole army of hell itſelf, toge- 
ther with all the creatures, ſhould come againſt 
me, I fear them no more than a fly; becaute 
I am under the protection of the moſt high God, 
the Lord of Hoſts. | 
«© Many times I leave all, retiring into a cor- 
ner, giving vent to thggtears and praiſes due ta 
his majeſty, wherewith my heart is overcharg- 
ed; and this I may do very well, ſince it is nc! 


the mere ſenſe of his kindneſs ; but rather him. 


ſelf that I deſire to enjoy, though, in the mean 
time, one ought thankfully to receive thoſe « «- 
traordinary tokens of God's mercy and love, if 
it be his holy will fo to deal with us. 

If Jam perſuaded on holidays to be merry 
in company, I excuſe myſelf; for nothing cn 
be compared to the pleaſures of my love, which 
are fo much the {ſweeter and greater for my 
withdrawing from all company whatſoever: ii 
they wonder how I can ſtay always at home 
alone, I think within myſelf, O] if you knew 
the glorious company I have, you would not 
ſay that I was alone; for I ain never leſs alone 
than when I have no body with ma. 


«* After this manner I ſpend not only workin: 


days, but holidays too, being often as much 
employed in the latter as in the former: but 
that is no hindrance to me, to whom laben 
and reſt, hard work ai eaſy, all things are in- 
different, ſince 1 do nor look upon what have 
to do, but upon him for whoſe fake I do it. 
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* Butif I do any thing amiſs, or out of ſeaſon, 

« I feel a violent pain and ſorrow for my offence : 
« I humble myſelf before God, and endeavour 
“ preſently to recover myſelf, that thinking of it 
© no more, I may move ſtrait forward on my 


« way, turning aſide neither to the right hand 


ce nor to the left; neither do I remember what is 
* paſt or to come, but only that I may love God 
to the utmoſt of my power. 

* The night coming on, and every one going 
« to reſt, I find reſt only in the arms of divine 
6G Jove'; 1 ſleep leaning on his holy breaſt, like a 
child on his mother's boſom: I ſay, I goto ſleep; 
« but I am buſied about the love and praiſes of. 


my God, till I fall quite aſleep. Many times 
this love Touſeth up all my ſenſes, ſo that I can- 


© not ſleep the greateſt part of the night: but I 
© ſpend it in the embraces of the lovely grace ob. 
God, which never forſakes ſuch a poor miſera- 
" ble creature as I am; but preſerves me with a 


© ſpecial care in every ſtate and condition of life. 


„When the ſpirits of darkneſs attempt to tor- 
«© ment me, and diſturb my ſleep (which ſome- 
times happeneth) this divine love guards me, 
and driveth them away: yea, it giveth me 
** ſtrength to reſiſt them couragiouſly, as if 1 
% were awake; for they ſeldom continue long to 
** torment-me, unleſs it be in my ſleep. 

„This fort of life J have led for theſe twenty 


7 rs paſt, etc.” 

hat a bleſſed ſtate of life did this poor good: 
creature enjoy ! in compariſon of this, how mean 
and contemptible are all the pleaſures, and glories, 
and pride of life, which the idle and the indolent, 
the ambitious and covetous, ſo eagerly purſue ? 
And yet this is no more than the pooreſt, and 
moſt ignorant perſon among us may obtain, if our 
hearts 
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hearts be right, and our intentions pure. The 
good Spirit of God is continually calling and in. 
treating us to be good, in order to be happy: he 


deſires and labours by the outward means of grace, 
and his inward operations, to conquer the cor-. 


ruptions of our nature, and fill us with his ſanct- 
ifying graces, which he is always ready to con- 
maunicate to thoſe who are willing to receive them. 
This our Lorg himſelf has declared in numberloſ 

places of ſcripture. Bleſſed are they that buns 
and thirfl after righteoujnefs, for they ſhall be fille, 
Matt. v. 6. So again ch. vii. 11. he that ore 
evil, know how to give goed gifts to your !|- 

aren, hew much more ſhall your father which ts 11 
heaven, give good things to them that aſk bim? 


which St. Luke explains ; by giving the Holy Spiri, 


to them that aſe him. Luke xi. 13. And again, oy 


iti. 20. Behold I fland at the door and knock ; 


any man hear my voice, and open the door, I ll 


come in to him, and ſup with him, and he with nis. 


Even ſo come, Lord Jeſus, into all our hearts, aud 


ſo coritantly dwell with us here by thy grace 


that we may never be ſeparated from thy glory. 


"Till this happy ſtate of mind can in ſome gc 
degree be attained, and if once attained, u. 
hardly be ever left off; I would carneſtly recon- 
mend tris ſunday's excerciſe as greatly conducir 
to it, with the exerciſe of private devotion, read- 
ing the {ctiptures and other good books, or reli. 
ous converfation with your neighbours, or fair: 
tes, always conciuding the day (as a good ina 
ſhould every day) with public prayers in your 
families: and this is a point which 1 cannot dil. 
miſs without toe further confideration, Es ory 
chriſtian family ſhould be conſidered as fo man; 


ſervants of God, united under one head, Wa, 


have all ſome common bleſſings to atk, ſome con- 
N mon 
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mon dangers to ſear, ſome common mercies to 
give thanks for; therefore the governor of it 


jhould call together as many as can be at leiſure, 
at leaſt twice a day, in the morning and the even- 


ing; and by himſelf, of ſome one of the family, 
oller up their prayers for what they want, and 
their thankſgivings for what they enjoy. But, 
alas! I have reaſon to fear that in too many fa- 
milies it is never practiſed at all, to the eternal 
ſcandal and reproach of thoſe who neglect it ; for 
prayer is not only a principal part of divine ſervice, 
but a neceſſary one too, as it both engages and 
enables us to perform the other parts of it; and 
where this is omitted, it is ſcarce to be expected 
that the reſt ſhould be performed. And now, how 
dreadful a fight muſt it be to any ſerious conſide- 
rate chriſtian, to fee a family ſeparate in an even- 
ing without the leaſt appearances of chriſtian de- 
votion, and meet again the next morning, like 
the other animals of the family, only to be fed, 

without any chought of gratitude to almighty God 
for his paſt mercies, or any petition for his mer- 
citul preteCtion for the future? In ſhort it is a 
ceplorable obſervation, that Family Devotion, and 
ching Grace before and after meat, are growing 
itrangely out of faſhion among thoſe who are cal- 


Jed great folks, and the better fort of people. Strange 


infatuation ! monſtrous ingratitude ! that they 
who by the peculiar indulgence of heaven, enjoy 
the greateſt ſhare of wot Taly proſperity, ſhould 


forget the hand that beitows it, refuſe the poor 


+ of a thankful heart, and neglect to beg 
his bleſſing upon it. Theſe are ſad indications of 
latent Infidel: ity, which is vittbly ſpreading far 
and wide among the children of d:tobedience. 
But of you, my dear friends, give me leave to 
hape better things. though 4 ihus fpeat, and * 
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1 that accompany ſalvation, Heb. vi. 9. Let me 


beſeech you, as an affectionate friend, let me con- 
jure you, in God's name, as your miniſter and 
his ſervant, to remember your high and heaven!y 
calling in Chriſt Jeſus; and as you expect his 
blefling here, and everlaſting happineſs hereafter, 
to begin and end every day with prayers in your 


families, as well as in your cloſets :. and let the | 


chriſtian Sabbath, in a peculiar manner, be kept 
holy to the Lord, for it is his day. Many are the 
bleſſings promiſed to thoſe that religiouſly obſerve 
it, and many are the curſes denounced againſt 
thoſe that profane it. Be not ye of the number 
of thoſe enemies of the Lord deſcribed by the pro- 
phet, Lam. i. 7. who mock at his ſabbaths, Nei- 
ther turn your backs on the gſſemblies of the ſaints, 
as the manner f ſome is, Heb. x. 25. But ſo 
ſanctify the Lord's Sabbath here, by your devout 
attendance on the aſſembly of the church militant 
here on earth, that you may be thought worthy 
to be admitted into the general aſſembly and church 
of the fir/t born which are written in heaven, Heb. xii. 
23. and for ever enjoy that everlaſting reſt that is 

reſerved in heaven for the people of God, Zeb. iv. o. 


